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The Best New Books in Botany

The long awaited second volume to Bruce Allen’s Maine Mosses series has arrived!  
Maine Mosses: Drummondiaceae–Polytrichaceae is the second and final volume of this series, with 
a majority of species belonging to one of the largest moss groups in the world: the Hypnales. 
The first volume of Maine Mosses covers the families Sphagnaceae through Timmiaceae. Alison C. 
Dibble, of The Bryologist, describes Maine Mosses as “articulate and scholarly…with sensible keys, 
patient explanations and crisp black and white drawings….”

If you are “captivated by the beauty and diversity of these small plants,” just as Allen is, then you 
will want to reserve space on your shelf or in your backpack for this amazing volume. Thanks to 
Maine’s moss diversity, this well-illustrated guide will be helpful in much of northeastern North 
America.
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That Glorious Forest
Exploring the Plants and Their Indigenous Uses in Amazonia
By Ghillean T. Prance

At last, a light and easy-to-use field guide to the rich lichen flora of Northeastern North America. The 
authors have designed this user-friendly guide for amateur naturalists, nature interpreters, forestry 
workers, land surveyors, researchers, and the general public. Meant to fit in a pocket or backpack, it 
requires no previous botanical experience and is written in non-technical language.

The 138 lichens in this guide are seen mostly in the Canadian Atlantic provinces, New England, Qué-
bec and eastern Ontario. The guide is formatted so that each page is arranged by the surface each 
lichen grows on in the field, its shape or growth form, then by its color. Full color photographs and 
black and white drawings for each species also aid in identification.

Use this guide to get tuned into the ancient, fascinating and beautiful world of lichens—you can start 
in your own backyard!

After nearly fifty years since his first journey to the tropics exploring for plants, and a total 
of thirty-nine expeditions to the Amazon, Professor Sir Ghillean Prance has gathered in this 
volume a fascinating and diverse collection of accounts from these experiences, along with his 
thoughts on a lifetime of work surveying the Amazon flora. A prominent botanist and ecolo-
gist, Sir Ghillean has written this book as a tribute to the many people who have helped him to 
survey the Amazon region over the last five decades.

The main focus in this volume is placed on the process and the running of the expeditions, as 
well as collecting specimens. Professor Prance is a specialist in a number of plant families, all 
of which consist of trees and vines widely distributed in the Amazon region and elsewhere. In 
the botanical exploration of Amazonian Brazil, there is probably no contemporary name more 
prominent than that of Sir Ghillean Prance.
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