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Seed Dispersal by Bats in the Neotropics 
By Tatyana L. Lobova, Cullen Geiselman, and Scott A. Mori 

  
As agents of seed dispersal and pollination, bats play an important part in maintaining plant 
diversity in the New World tropics. Seed Dispersal by Bats in the Neotropics summarizes the 
authors’ intensive field studies of this phenomenon. For more than five years, their survey of 
bat–plant interactions took the authors to some of the most pristine (“old-growth”) rain forests in 
the world as well as those that have been disturbed (“secondary forests”), all within central 
French Guiana. 
 
The authors’ findings support those of other bat biologists: that secondary forests harbor fewer 
species of bats than are found in old-growth forests. This general trend in tropical forests holds 
true no matter what groups of organisms are being considered (bats, birds, insects, trees, etc.) 
and emphasizes the need to conserve old-growth forests in order to protect the greatest number 
of species. 
 
On one level this book serves as a guide for identifying the seeds of bat-dispersed plants; on 
another level it summarizes the state of our knowledge of those plants and the diets and 
behaviors of fruit-eating bats. This book is an excellent reference for anyone interested in 
conservation, plant–animal interactions, systematics, or tropical forests. 
 
Preeminent bat biologist Dr. Theodore Fleming remarked on the overall excellence in 
scholarship that the book represents then noted that he was “particularly impressed with the 
attention to detail that this group of botanists has paid to bat taxonomy and biology.”  
Dr. Fleming believes the book “is clearly a landmark study and will be a major reference work.”  
 
To learn more about the research and the book, read coauthor Scott Mori’s blog post at 
http://www.nybg.org/wordpress/?p=2866  
 
  

About the Authors 
Tatyana L. Lobova, Ph.D., is Assistant Professor of Biology at Old Dominion 
University, Virginia. Her research focuses on the evolution of fruits and seeds of flowering 
plants, dispersal biology, and ecology and conservation of tropical forests. 
 
Cullen Geiselman is a Ph.D. candidate in the joint Columbia University–New York Botanical 
Garden program. She specializes in nectar-feeding bats and the plants they pollinate. 
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Scott A. Mori, Ph.D., is the Nathaniel Lord Britton Curator of Botany at The New York 
Botanical Garden. His research focuses on the ecology and classification of the trees of the 
American tropics, especially the Brazil nut family, and the Amazonian flora in general.  

About The New York Botanical Garden Press 
The New York Botanical Garden Press (www.nybgpress.org) has one of the largest publishing programs 
of any independent botanical garden and provides a means for communication of significant research 
carried out by scientists throughout the world. Founded in 1896, the Press focuses on advances in 
knowledge about the classification, utilization, and conservation of plant life. 
  
  
PRODUCT DETAILS  
Price: US $70.00 
Publisher:  The New York Botanical Garden Press 
Series & Volume: Memoirs of The New York Botanical Garden, vol. 101 
Hardcover:  492 pages; 24  b&w illustrations + 32 color plates with more than 200 photographs 
Language: English  
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INQUIRIES AND ORDERS 
Seed Dispersal by Bats in the Neotropics can be purchased by calling 718.817.8721. 
  
Orders can also be placed with: 
The New York Botanical Garden Press 
200th Street and Kazimiroff Boulevard 
Bronx, NY 10458-5126  USA 
Telephone: 718.817.8721 
Fax: 718.817.8842 
nybgpress@nybg.org 
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The New York Botanical Garden is a museum of plants located at Bronx River Parkway (Exit 7W) and Fordham Road.  It is easy to 
reach by Metro-North Railroad or subway. For more information, please call 718.817.8700 or visit our Web site at www.nybg.org 
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by public funds provided through the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs.  A portion of the Garden’s general operating 
funds is provided by The New York City Council and The New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation. The 
Bronx Borough President and Bronx elected representatives in the City Council and State Legislature provide leadership funding. 
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