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often brightly colored in shades of purple,
pink, magenta, or red, rarely white, 5-lobed,
the lobes rounded, subequal, much shorter
than the tube; stamens 4, equal or slightly
didynamous, included, free, inserted above
the base of the corolla tube, the filaments
filiform, bent near the apex, the anthers 2,
separate, with a broad connective; stami-
node 1, usually shorter than the stamens;

disk lacking; ovary bilocular, many-ovulate,
the style elongate, longer than the stamens,
the style capitate. Fruit a globose to sub-
globose berry, pale green, white, or pale
pink; seeds many, the seed coat reticulate,
the margins or the reticulae often laciniate
or bearing elongate filaments, the endo-
sperm absent in mature seeds, the embryo
straight.

Key to the species of Gibsoniothamnus

1. Calyx lobes 20–25 mm long, densely villose; stems and leaves villose ------------------------------------ 7. G. mirificus
1. Calyx lobes ,15 mm long, glabrous to pubescent; stems and leaves glabrous to pubescent.

2. Calyx broadly alate, the wings 3–5 mm wide.
3. Calyx magenta to pink, the tube 4–6 mm long, the lobes linear; leaves chartaceous to sub-

coriaceous ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 1. G. alatus
3. Calyx red to purple, the tube 6–8 mm long, the lobes narrowly triangular; leaves coriaceous

to subcoriaceous ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 9. G. stellatus
2. Calyx exalate, narrowly winged, or angled.

4. Calyx tube ,5 mm long; leaves anisophyllous, flexible.
5. Branches terete to slightly angled; calyx green or red to purple, the lobes narrowly

triangulate.
6. Calyx lobes ,5 mm long, flat; leaves equal to subequal; corolla .2 cm long ---------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 3. G. cornutus
6. Calyx lobes .5 mm long, slightly winged; leaves anisophyllous; corolla ,2.5 cm

long.
7. Corolla magenta to pink; calyx lobes 4–6 mm long; branches strongly angled

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 4. G. epiphyticus
7. Corolla red to purple; calyx lobes 1–3 mm long; branches terete to slightly

angled ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 8. G. parvifolius
5. Branches strongly angled; calyx pink to magenta, the lobes linear.

8. Calyx lobes .7 mm long; corolla red to purple or white; pedicels .2 cm long -----

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------11. G. versicolor
8. Calyx lobes ,6 mm long; corolla pink to magenta; pedicels ,1.8 cm long 2. G. allenii

4. Calyx tube .5 mm long; leaves equal to subequal, stiff.
9. Pedicels 1.5–2 cm long; calyx truncate, without lobes ---------------------------------------- 10. G. truncatus
9. Pedicels 2–3.5 cm long; calyx lobes triangular, or narrowly triangular.

10. Corolla tube ,3 cm long; staminode 4–5 mm long; calyx magenta to pink ----------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------6. G. latidentatus
10. Corolla tube .3 cm long; staminode 10–20 mm long; calyx red to purple ------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------5. G. grandiflorus

1. GIBSONIOTHAMNUS ALATUS A. Gentry, Ann.
Missouri Bot. Gard. 64: 133. 1977
[1978]. TYPE: PANAMA. Darién: N
slopes of Cerro Pirre, lower montane rain
forest (cloud forest), 700–950 m, 6 Apr
1975, S. A. Mori & J. A. Kallunki 5449
(HOLOTYPE: MO). (Fig. 1)

Shrub, epiphytic, 1–2 m tall; young
branches angled, 1–2 mm diam., glabrous
to sparsely pilose; older stems with a light
gray bark. Leaves opposite, subequal; peti-
oles 8–12 mm long, glabrous, unwinged,

slightly channeled above; blade elliptic to
lanceolate, 4–9 3 1.7–2.5 cm, chartaceous
to subcoriaceous, glabrous, shiny and dark
green above, dull and pale green below,
base cuneate, apex acute to acuminate, the
secondary veins 3 or 4 per side, the vena-
tion slightly impressed above, prominent
below, domatia present though often poorly
developed, glandular pits few, scattered.
Flowers solitary or paired, sometimes ap-
pearing axillary; pedicel 1–2 cm long, gla-
brous, thicker above; calyx campanulate,
magenta to pink, the tube 3–5 mm long, the
enations linear, 3–5 mm long, broadly




