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TABLE I
DISTRIBUTION RANGES OF Heteropterys SER. Metallophyllis IN BAHIA, BRAZIL

Species Habitat in Bahia Distribution patterns

H. alternifolia W. R. Anderson Sandy soil, open restinga Endemic, Bahia
H. andersonii Amorim Moist forests Endemic, Bahia
H. arenaria Markgr. Sandy soil with rock outcrops,

campo rupestre
Endemic, Serra do Espinhaço from Bahia

to Minas Gerais
H. chrysophylla (Lam.) DC. Open or arboreal restinga or

rarely in wet forests
Restricted, Atlantic coast from Bahia to

Paraná
H. coleoptera A. Juss. Open or arboreal restinga and

tabuleiro forests
Restricted, Atlantic coast from Rio

Grande do Norte to Rio Grande do Sul
H. macrostachya A. Juss. Arboreal restinga and tabuleiro

forests
Disjunct, Central America, northern Vene-

zuela, Guianas, Amazon Basin and Bo-
livia to Bahia

H. nitida (Lam.) DC. Wet forests Restricted, Atlantic coast from Bahia to
Paraná and the alluvial forests from
Minas Gerais and Goiás

H. sericea (Cav.) A. Juss. Moist and alluvial forests Restricted, Atlantic coast from Sergipe to
Paraná and Minas Gerais

obovate-oblong to widely lanceolate, the
base obtuse or slightly cuneate, the apex of-
ten acute, obtuse, rounded or sometimes
acuminate, the margins entire or sometimes
slightly sinuate (principally in young
leaves), flat; lamina bearing 2 large glands
abaxially at base, one each abaxially below
on either side of midrib, and a row of small
submarginal glands from base to apex
(sometimes in sinuses), glabrous above,
with densely and persistently silvery or me-
tallic-sericeous indument below, the hairs
sessile, straight and appressed, the lateral
veins more prominent below, the reticulum
more visible below than above. Inflores-
cence a much-branched panicle, terminal or
axillary, erect, persistently brown-seri-
ceous, with flowers borne ultimately in um-
bels or corymbs of (3–)4–6 or more flow-
ers; inflorescence bracts like the leaves,
gradually reduced to 1–10 3 0.5–5 mm, ob-
long to lanceolate, the margins entire; pe-
duncle 5.5–7.7 3 1–1.5 mm, uniformly
slender, slightly flattened laterally, straight,
densely brown-sericeous; bracts 1.3–1.5 3
0.8–0.9 mm, ovate, eglandular, abaxially
densely sericeous, adaxially glabrous; brac-
teoles like the bracts but smaller; pedicel
5.7–7 3 1–1.8 mm, (6.8–8 3 1–2 mm in
fruit), curved upward in flower, densely
brown-sericeous, uniformly thicker distally.
Sepals 1.5–1.7 3 1.2–1.3 mm, brown,
rounded at apex, appressed against fila-
ments in anthesis, abaxially densely seri-

ceous, adaxially glabrous; lateral 4 sepals
biglandular, the glands 2.8–3.5 mm long,
green, turning yellow with age, free at apex,
elliptic (in some plants the glands adjacent
to anterior sepal form a U, showing that all
sepals are biglandular). Petals exposed in
the enlarging bud, yellow turning orange
with age, glabrous, thickened in claw and
center of limb but not carinate, narrowly
flat; lateral petals spreading, the margin
erose, the claw 2.4–2.7 mm long, the limb
3.5 3 2.6–2.8 mm, obtuse, truncate at base;
posterior petal suberect, glandular-dentate
on the proximal 1/2–2/3, the claw ca. 2.7
mm long, the limb 3–3.5 3 2.2–2.4 mm,
triangular or obtuse, truncate at base. Fila-
ments 2–2.4 3 0.3–0.7 mm, abaxially
sparsely sericeous, connate 1/3–1/2 their
length, distally curved sideways or back-
ward; anthers 1.1–1.3 mm long, subequal,
reflexed at anthesis, the connective dark
red. Ovary 1.2–1.5 mm high, densely seri-
ceous; styles 1.7–1.8 mm long, as long as
the anthers, glabrous, straight or slightly di-
vergent distally, all 3 dorsally apiculate at
apex, with stigma internal and vertically el-
liptical. Samara cream-colored at maturity,
(31–)40–47 mm long, borne suberect, thin-
ly sericeous to glabrate; dorsal wing almost
as long as the samara, 27–41 3 15–20 mm,
the abaxial edge nearly straight; nut 12–14
mm diam., subspheroidal, smooth-sided,
without lateral wings or crests.
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