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Gregory Long
Chief Executive Officer
The William C. Steere Sr. President

Dear Friends:

Every fall the Garden’s 
beautiful landmark 
landscape is ablaze 
with vibrant colors, 
and the highlight of 

this year’s autumn spectacle is the newly 
expanded Judy and Michael Steinhardt 
Maple Collection. I hope you will visit often 
to admire the many new and rare cultivars 
of Japanese maple at the height of their 
seasonal brilliance amid our full schedule of 
exhibitions, lectures, and classes.

After an exciting spring and summer 
filled with celebrations of NYBG’s 125th 
Anniversary, we are approaching the close 
of this milestone year with another exciting 
anniversary—the 25th Annual Holiday 
Train Show®. This beloved exhibition will be 
accompanied by a Poetry Walk featuring 
winter- and trained-themed poems by 
former U.S. and New York State Poet 
Laureate Billy Collins, recently named 
Poet Laureate of NYBG. He has written a 
special poem to commemorate the Garden’s 
125th Anniversary (see p. 23) and will be 
presenting a special poetry reading here on 
December 10. Please visit nybg.org for all of 
the details.

Thank you for your continued support 
of NYBG, whether as a visitor, volunteer, 
Member, or Patron, which helps to advance 
our mission around the world and around the 
corner. On October 27, we will break ground 
on the new Edible Academy, a state-of-the-
art facility that will become the hub of the 
children’s vegetable gardening program and 
teach children, parents, and teachers how to 
grow fruits and vegetables, as well as make 
the important connections among plants, 
gardening, nutrition, and the benefits of a 
healthful lifestyle (see p. 4). 

Although we paused briefly to mark our 
125th year, we never stopped looking ahead 
to continue focusing our efforts, knowing 
that the future of NYBG has never been 
more promising and its responsibility in the 
world more critical.

President’s Perspective

On the cover:
NYBG presents the 25th Annual Holiday Train Show® this year, on view from November 19 
through January 16. In addition to a continued expansion of this not-to-be-missed holiday 
tradition, a newly published book commemorates this milestone event with dazzling full-page 
views of the entire spectacle, an illustrated checklist, and fascinating essays that explore the 
engineering of the tracks and bridges as well as notable featured trains. Please visit  
nybg.org/hts for more information and tickets.



4

Edible Academy Groundbreaking Marks Beginning of a New Era at NYBG
By Toby Adams, Gregory Long Director of the Edible Academy

2016 marks the 30th anniversary of the Ruth Rea Howell 
Family Garden and the 60th anniversary of the Children’s 
Gardening Program. On October 27, 2016, The New York 
Botanical Garden will break ground on the next course, the 
Edible Academy, to serve new generations of the Garden’s 
youngest and most impressionable visitors with opportunities 
to dig in and discover the wonder of growing their own 
delicious plants. Through generous donations from New 
York City, New York State, foundations, corporations, Board 
Members, private gifts, as well as our inaugural and successful 
Kickstarter campaign, the Edible Academy will offer enriching 
garden-based education programming to more than 100,000 
schoolchildren, families, and teachers throughout the year. Our 
unique recipe, combining hands-on gardening with engaging 
lessons in cooking and preparing food with our freshly 
harvested organic plants, roots to fruits, forms a dynamic and 
effective nutrition education platform that is not only delicious, 
but also informs youngsters of where their food comes from 
and inspires a lifestyle of physical fitness and healthful eating.

Esteemed architecture firm Cooper Robertson was 
charged with designing the Edible Academy and created 
a beautiful campus that complements the surrounding 
landscape of our sunny perch along the eastern edge of the 
Thain Family Forest, directly above the Bronx River gorge, 
and adjacent to the new East Gate. The design calls for a 
striking building with a green roof and a retractable glass 
wall in the northwest corner of the campus, preserving the 
existing flat and sun-drenched space for growing plants. The 

building will feature two classrooms allowing for programming 
to extend into the winter season, as well as offering additional 
space for programming in the spring, summer, and fall. One 
classroom will include a demonstration kitchen and host 
cooking demonstrations throughout the year for schoolchildren 
and families. An additional classroom includes state-of-the-
art technology that will enable distance learning for school 
teachers as well as foster documentation of learning with 
audiovisual and digital equipment. This pairing will allow us to 
connect hands-dirty, garden-based education with the powerful 
tools of the 21st century, important elements of current 
education curricula that take advantage of the resources our 
cultural institution offers to our constituents, particularly in our 
urban setting that lacks significant green spaces.

The inclusion of the green roof and water reclamation 
technologies are two building practices that will not only aid in 
preventing stormwater from rushing into the Bronx River but 
will also inspire the next generation of our planet’s stewards 
through a slate of new programming highlighting these features 
and exploring sustainability. A series of summer camps will 
offer STEM-based (Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Math) learning modules investigating the green roof and 
water reclamation as well as geothermal heating and cooling 
technology, photovoltaic panel array on the South Pavilion, 
both of which will reduce our consumption of hydrocarbon 
derived energy, and composting toilets. Each module will pair 
the technologies with the natural systems and processes that 
inspired them, for example, the solar power unit will explore 

When completed, the Edible Academy, which expands the Ruth Rea Howell Family Garden, will revolutionize and enhance NYBG’s garden-based educational programs and offer life-changing opportunities to children 
from the Bronx and Greater New York City.
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photosynthesis. The sustainability features will additionally 
combine to achieve LEED (Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design) Gold status for the project.  

The Edible Academy plans call for a greenhouse to be 
located immediately to the north of our new entry plaza.  
The greenhouse will allow us to involve students in the 
propagation of seedlings during the late winter months and 
then into the growing season as well. A meadow of native 
grasses, wildflowers, and shrubs with winding paths will serve 
as a counterpoint to the organization of our vegetable beds 
as well as attract beneficial insects to pollinate our crops and 
predate pests. The paths of the meadow will also serve as a 
vector to connect the edible gardens with an amphitheater. The 
terraced lawn design, gently sloping down to a stage with a 
backdrop of the Thain Family Forest and Bronx River, will play 
host to lectures, performances, and cooking demonstrations 
for 350 guests. An exciting component of the Edible Academy 
will be new Display Gardens located in front of the historic 
European Hop hornbeam hedge. The gardens will be open for 
visitors to observe all day and include interpretation describing 
the techniques and strategies employed. The design calls for a 
combination of ornamental arrangements inspired by legendary 
English garden designer Rosemary Verey and the potager 
garden style as well as traditional rows featuring varieties of 
particular crop groups. A long-term crop rotation plan and 
companion planting techniques will promote a healthy garden.

The Groundbreaking marks an important moment in 
garden-based children’s education at NYBG. This celebratory 
event will allow us an opportunity to reflect on our decades-
long tradition of providing urban children the chance to roll up 
their sleeves and take on the responsibility of growing their own 
gardens, recognize our current efforts to provide meaningful 
and engaging connections to today’s relevant learning 
standards, and look forward to our mouthwatering plans to 
introduce a new menu of programs and platforms to serve the 
upcoming generations of NYBG’s most impressionable visitors.

Edible Academy Donors

Leadership support for the Edible Academy is provided by: 
The Mayor of New York City and the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, the Speaker of the 
New York City Council and members of the Bronx Delegation of the New York City Council, New York 
State Assembly Speaker Carl E. Heastie and members of the Bronx Delegation of the State Assembly, 
and New York State Senator Jeffrey D. Klein
The Edible Academy and programs in the Ruth Rea Howell Family Garden are supported by:
Mr. and Mrs. Coleman P. Burke, Larry E. Condon and John J. Hoffee, the Cleveland H. Dodge Foundation, 
Amy Goldman Fowler, Ph.D., Lillian Goldman Charitable Trust, Robert F. Gossett, Jr., the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services, Jill Joyce, Susan E. Lynch, Stavros Niarchos Foundation, Jill and Alan 
Rappaport Family, Mr. and Mrs. Charles M. Royce, Phyllis and Howard Schwartz Philanthropic Fund,  
Kate Solomon and David Wasserman, Wallace Genetic Foundation, Caroline A. Wamsler, Ph.D. and 
DeWayne N. Phillips, and one anonymous donor
Major Corporate support is provided by:
Chobani Foundation, Green Mountain Energy Sun Club®, MetLife Foundation, and  
Newman’s Own Foundation
Additional Corporate support is provided by:
Adobe Foundation, Kitchen Aid®, The Norinchukin Foundation, and Whole Foods Market®
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Summer 2016 Science Interns Thrive at NYBG
By Brian M. Boom, Ph.D., Vice President for Conservation Strategy 
Director, NYBG Press and Science Outreach 
Bassett Maguire Curator of Botany

Each summer NYBG hosts interns from high schools, colleges 
and universities, and other research organizations in its Plant 
Research and Conservation Division. The statistics from the 
2016 intern cohort were impressive: 49 students (61 percent 
female) from 5 countries (Brazil, Italy, Mexico, Spain, U.S.), 9 
high schools, 21 colleges and universities, and 4 research 
institutions. It was a record intern cohort not only in terms of 
size, but also in geographic, academic, and gender diversity.

Research topics undertaken by the 2016 summer interns 
ranged taxonomically from plants to fungi, geographically from 
the temperate zones to the tropical latitudes, and thematically 
encompassing all disciplines pursued at NYBG. Interns studied 
with scientists in either the Cullman Program for Molecular 
Systematics, William and Lynda Steere Herbarium, Institute of 
Systematic Botany, Institute of Economic Botany, or the Center 
for Conservation Strategy.

During a ten-week period, the interns carried out projects 
under the mentorship of NYBG scientists. Often, two or more 
interns collaborated on the same project. Mid-day on each 
Wednesday, there was a different enrichment activity led by a 
NYBG scientist, which ranged from tours of collections, such as 
in the Enid A. Haupt Conservatory, to visits to research facilities, 
such as the Geographic Information Systems Laboratory, to 
brown-bag lunch discussions led by scientists on topics such 
as The Importance of Field Exploration and Systematics and its 
Relation to Conservation.

The summer program concluded with a symposium by 
interns who volunteered to present the results of their research 
to their peers and mentors. Sarah Hardy of Lafayette College 
presented Journey of a Plant Specimen: My Work in the Steere 
Herbarium, GIS Laboratory, and Pfizer Laboratory. Colette 

2016 Summer Interns who presented research results at the Intern Symposium, with some of their NYBG mentors

Berg, Fordham University, and Joseph Sardina, University of 
Wisconsin, presented Expansion and Digitization of the NYBG 
Herbarium. Sarah Roa, SUNY College of Environmental Science 
and Forestry, presented Call of the Plants: An Acoustic Study 
of Populus Species, a novel project to determine if the leaves 
of different species of cottonwood have a characteristic sound 
signature when blowing in the wind. Natalie Feldsine, University 
of New Hampshire, Noha Haggag, Rutgers University, and 
Gabriella Rosa, University of Central Florida, presented results 
of a conservation project: Mobilizing New England Vascular 
Plant Specimen Data to Track Environmental Changes. 

Two additional presenters represented the Cullman Science 
Interns cohort, the largest since the inception of the Cullman 
Program for Molecular Systematics in1994. Andrew Walter-
McNeill, Bowdoin College, worked on an aspect of NYBG’s 
ongoing Plant Ontology project, and presented Spines, Scopes, 
and Scripts. Benjamin Kepecs, Columbia University, presented 
Methods in Molecular Systematics: Phylogeny of Xyridaceae. The 
preeminence of the Garden’s plant science research programs 
owes much to Life Trustee Lewis B. Cullman’s generosity and 
vision over more than two decades. The Cullman Program 
focuses NYBG’s plant molecular research on the global 
scientific effort to assemble the evolutionary Tree of Life for 
all plants and fungi. On the applied side, it focuses NYBG’s 
molecular research effort on DNA barcoding. Mr. Cullman’s 
continuing leadership and generosity have enabled the state-
of-the-art Cullman Molecular Systematics Laboratory and the 
Cullman Conference Room, two facilities that greatly enhance 
the Garden’s science and education infrastructure, as well as 
ongoing support of summer science internships for aspiring 
young botanists.
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Strategy for Conserving Ash Trees in the  
Northeastern United States

A core project of NYBG’s Center for Conservation Strategy is 
an investigation into the genetic diversity of ash trees in the 
northeastern United States to aid in protecting ashes from the 
invasive beetle, Emerald Ash Borer (EAB). First detected in 2002 
near Detroit, Michigan, the EAB has killed tens of millions of 
ash trees from the Midwest through Pennsylvania, and is rapidly 
spreading through New York and New England. 

There exists a unique opportunity to obtain and employ 
critical data while considerable areas in New York and New 
England remain un-invaded by EAB. But time is of the essence, 
as the EAB’s range is expanding rapidly and it is known to inflict 
nearly 100 percent mortality on the ash species commonly 
occurring in this region.

This two-year project’s goal is to elucidate the relationships 
of different ash species and to study patterns of susceptibility to 
EAB, enabling adoption of appropriate conservation strategies. 
Additionally, citizen scientists will be trained in ash identification 
and seed and data collection, allowing them to contribute 
scientifically to the project as well as to further ash conservation 
initiatives. 

To accomplish this goal, NYBG leads a multi-disciplinary, 
multi-institutional team, including the Mid-Atlantic Regional Seed 
Bank, U.S. National Arboretum, U.S. Forest Service, Ecological 
Research Institute, and Bluegrass Woodland Restoration Center. 
Generous funding for this project is provided by the Sarah K. de 
Coizart Article TENTH Perpetual Charitable Trust and the U.S. 
National Arboretum.

Updating a Classic Book on  
North American Plants

Among the best known, most iconic books 
on North American plants, the Manual of 
Vascular Plants of Northeastern United States 
and Adjacent Canada (NYBG Press, 1991) by 
Garden scientists Henry Gleason and Arthur 
Cronquist, is being completely updated, and, 
beginning in 2016, published by NYBG Press 
as digital PDF downloads.  

With generous support from NYBG 
Trustees Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Hubbard, 
the first installment of the New Manual of 
Vascular Plants of Northeastern United States 
and Adjacent Canada, consisting of 34 
plant families, will be followed annually with 
additional revised treatments until the some 
230 families in the region—comprising an 
estimated 5,300 species—are all available 
online. Then, the contents will also be published 
as a hardcover book.  

“We expect the New Manual will be an 
essential tool for effective, science-based 
conservation action in the northeastern U.S. 
and adjacent Canada during this time of 
floristic change,” asserted NYBG’s Robert 
F.C. Naczi, Ph.D., Arthur J. Cronquist Curator 
of North American Botany and lead project 
scientist.

For an informational presentation and a 
video of Dr. Naczi discussing the New Manual, 
and to download plant family treatments from 
it, visit nybgpress.org, source of The Best New 
Books in Botany™.

Pumpkin ash tree, Fraxinus profunda (Oleaceae), recently discovered in Central Park

Turk’s Cap Lily, Lilium superbum (Liliaceae)

Ke
n 

C
ha

ya



8

Surprising Statistics
By Kristine Paulus, Plant Records Manager

Inevitably asked and repeatedly queried: what is your 
favorite plant? For horticulturists, this question can be akin 
to designating the best-loved cat. It is particularly difficult in 
the Plant Records Office, where we keep track of all plants 
that make up NYBG’s Living Collections. With the help of 
Curators and other Horticulture staff, Plant Records documents, 
describes, labels, and provides information about plants that 
live at the Garden. Collections include tropical plants in the 
Enid A. Haupt Conservatory and the Nolen Greenhouses, trees 
and shrubs and other herbaceous plants throughout the 250 
acres of landscape, as well as seasonal plantings in pots and 
exhibition plants on display.

Rather than respond with our most personally precious or 
prized plant (which can vary with seasons, or even daily), it is 
sometimes easier to qualify plants by using other attributes, 
such as biggest and oldest.

The first accession entered in the Garden’s earliest 
recordkeeping logbooks is a willow—Salix eriocephala (then 
known as Salix missouriensis), commonly called Missouri River 
willow. While this particular species no longer remains in the 
Collections, there are a few other trees planted in the Garden’s 
nascency that thrive to this day. 

Along Magnolia Way there is a venerated katsura tree 
(Cercidiphyllum japonicum) planted in 1896. Acquired from 
Thomas Meehan and Sons, once one of the largest and most 
significant nurseries in the county, it is an autumn treasure. 
Heart-shaped leaves turn golden-yellow in fall and emit a 
sweet maple syrup-like fragrance when crushed. However, this 

Katsura tree, Cercidiphyllum japonicum (Cercidiphyllaceae)

The first plant accessioned at NYBG, Salix missouriensis (now Salix eriocephala), was received from 
Horner’s Nursery in 1899.

Long-term support of the Plant Records Office has been provided by The Hagedorn Fund. Support for 
Garden Navigator has been provided by the Stanley Smith Horticultural Trust.

katsura tree is not the oldest plant in the Collections as many 
specimens existed prior to the Garden’s existence. Timber core 
samples from a red oak (Quercus rubra) along the Spicebush 
Trail in the Thain Family Forest place its age at approximately 
275 years.

It is more difficult to say which is our largest tree because 
that depends whether we are considering height, trunk 
thickness, or canopy spread. Using the American Forest’s 
National Big Tree Program’s big tree measurement formula, the 
winner here is a tulip tree (Liriodendron tulipifera) in the Azalea 
Garden. At 155 feet tall, this stately tree bears large tulip-
shaped orange and green flowers in the spring, earning both its 
botanical and common names. 

Likewise, determining which is our largest flower depends 
on multiple parameters. The plant with the largest flower spike 
is the century plant (Agave americana) in the Enid A. Haupt 
Conservatory. When the agave begins to flower, panes of glass 
must be removed from the ceiling to allow it to grow to its 
fullest height. However, the flower with the longest petal is that 
of Sander’s slipper orchid (Paphiopedilum sanderianum), a rare 
orchid native to Borneo. The petals can grow more than three 
feet long. 

These are just a few interesting highlights from the 
Plant Records Office. For further fascinating facts about our 
Collections, visitors can look up plants in Garden Navigator 
(http://navigator.nybg.org) to see what is growing and 
blooming, locate them on a map, get growing requirements, and 
see photographs of specimens at NYBG.
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On the Corner: Not Food Trucks, Food Scraps!
By Jodie Colón, NYC Compost Project Manager

Imagine rush hour on a busy Bronx street. People stream past  
by the hundreds, eyes on their smart phones. On the corner, 
a group greets each other by name at what has become their 
favorite stop on the way to work, home, or school. No, it’s not the 
food truck; it’s one of our NYC Compost Project food scrap drop-
off spots!

People come by foot, bus, and bike on designated days to 
pour their peels and perishing produce into tubs stacked outside 
of our community compost sites, including Bainbridge Avenue 
Garden, Church of the Mediator/Iglesia de Mediador, Lehman 
College, and Van Cortlandt Park.

After dropping off, some head to work while others follow 
the tubs into the compost site. There they connect with NYBG-
trained Master Composters who teach volunteers to make a mix 
of food scraps and woodchips for the 187-gallon compost bins 
we provided.

Compost carpools led by Glenn Fleischman and seniors 
from Amalgamated Housing Cooperative also deliver hundreds 
of pounds gathered each week from their neighbors. They 
often join us in processing. The finished compost is applied to 
neighborhood street trees and vegetable beds.

When asked why they participate, people give as many 
reasons as the tons of food scraps we accept and process. After 
chopping a few tubs of food scraps and digging for worms with 
his brother, Peter Amabile said, “This is the dirtiest, most fun thing 
I’ve ever done on a Tuesday.” We agree.

NYBG Honored at City Hall

On July 14, 2016, NYBG was honored at 
City Hall with a ceremony and presentation 
recognizing the Garden’s 125th Anniversary. 
Councilman Ritchie Torres, whose Council 
District includes NYBG, organized this event 
that was led by Council Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito and celebrated by all nine 
members of the Bronx Delegation of the 
City Council, Majority Leader Jimmy Van 
Bramer, and Council Finance Chair Julissa 
Ferreras-Copeland. 

Accepting the official proclamation on 
behalf of the Garden was CEO and The 
William C. Steere Sr. President Gregory 
Long, Director J.V. Cossaboom, and new 
Board Member Joseph Thompson. 

The proclamation stated in part: 
“The New York Botanical Garden is a 
Bronx treasure benefitting our entire City 
and the world beyond. This community 
masterpiece—sculpted with time and 
seasons, nurtured by a dedicated staff and 
generous supporters—has a tremendously 
positive impact for it changes not only how 
we view our world but clarifies our place 
within it and our critical role as stewards for 
its future…”

Peter Amabile (left) and his brother, Charlie, enjoy processing food scraps for the compost bins at  
Church of the Mediator/Iglesia de Mediador in the Kingsbridge section of the Bronx.

The NYC Compost Project works to rebuild NYC’s soils by providing New Yorkers with the 
knowledge, skills, and opportunities they need to make and use compost locally. NYC Compost 
Project programs are implemented by DSNY-funded teams at seven host organizations, including 
The New York Botanical Garden. For more information on composting in the Bronx, call our 
Helpline at 718.817.8543 or visit nybg.org/compost
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Andrew Carnegie Distinguished Lecture, October 26, 2016
A Rothschild Evening: An Intimate Look at Two English Rothschild Gardens

The legendary Rothschild garden at Eythrope is celebrated 
throughout  the garden world for its atmospheric beauty, 
standards of perfection, and traditional gardening techniques 
that produce fruits, vegetables, and flowers year-round for 
an English country house where entertaining still happens 
on a grand scale. The estate is rarely open to the public, so 
this evening offers an inside view of Eythrope’s remarkable 
transformation.

Lord Rothschild will introduce the presentation by 
discussing horticultural traditions at nearby Waddesdon Manor, 
the extraordinary chateau created in the late 19th century in 
Buckinghamshire by his ancestor Baron Ferdinand.

Lady Mary Keen will talk about the private garden at the 
Pavilion, Eythrope, which she reworked and restored in 1990 
when Eythrope became the home of Lord and Lady Rothschild. 
It is the subject of her recent book, Paradise and Plenty, a 
celebration of the virtuoso horticulture that inspires awe among 
garden lovers all over the world.

Wednesday, October 26; 6 p.m.
Christie’s, 20 Rockefeller Plaza, New York City

Learn more and register at nybg.org/adulted

The Andrew Carnegie Distinguished Lecture receives support from Carnegie Corporation of New York. 
This event is generously hosted by Christie’s.

To
m

 H
at

to
n

To
m

 H
at

to
n



11

Rare Folio Acquired by Mertz Library
By Stephen Sinon, Head of Special Collections,  
Research and Archives

Edit-A-Thon Held at NYBG
By Esther Jackson, Public Services 
Librarian, and Samantha D’Acunto, 
Reference Librarian

On June 15, 2016, the LuEsther T. Mertz 
Library welcomed Wikipedia editors to 
participate in an Edit-A-Thon focused on 
creating and enhancing articles for botanists 
who made significant plant specimen 
collections in New York State. In addition 
to using the NYBG Library and Herbarium 
collections to identify botanists for whom 
Wikipedia articles could be created, Library 
staff also reached out to other New York 
herbaria, asking them to identify significant 
NY State botanists represented within their 
collections. 

In the weeks prior to the event, Library 
staff made contacts with the local Wikipedia 
NYC community, a highly active group of 
editors that create and modify articles across 
subjects, utilizing the resources found in 
academic and special collections throughout 
New York City. 

On the day of the event participants were 
welcomed and given a Wikipedia training 
session followed by a brief presentation from 
JSTOR and JSTOR Global Plants. There were a 
total of 5 pages created and 14 pages edited—
which worked out to 20,727 bytes added to 
Wikipedia! 

The staff of the Mertz Library looks 
forward to continuing to boost botanists, on 
Wikipedia and beyond. 

Wikipedians work to boost botanists.

As early as 1827, English chemist John 
Eliot Howard (1807–83) showed interest 
in what would prove to be his life’s work: 
the extraction of the anti-malarial drug 
quinine from the bark of the Cinchona 
genus of South American tree. Howard’s 
seminal folio, The Quinology of the East 
Indian Plantations (1869–76), was the 
result of his examination of the bark of 
all forms of Cinchona introduced into 

India from its native range in the Andes. He became the leading 
expert on this genus, undertaking microscopic and chemical 
analysis to determine which form would be best to use as a 
malarial preventative. 

Only a few species of Cinchona are used as medicinal 
plants for their quinine compounds. The bark, also known as 
Jesuit’s bark or Peruvian bark, is stripped from the tree, dried, 
and powdered for medicinal uses. First described in 1653, 
Linnaeus named the genus in 1742 after the Countess of 
Chinchón, wife of the Spanish viceroy of Peru.  

The bark was very valuable to Europeans in expanding their 
distant colonies in the tropics. However, its gathering was often 
environmentally destructive and until 1867, the world was entirely 
dependent upon South America for its supply of Cinchona bark 
obtained exclusively from uncultivated trees, growing chiefly in 
Bolivia, Peru, and Ecuador.

In 1860 a British expedition to South America brought back 
smuggled Cinchona seeds and plants, which were introduced 
in British India and Sri Lanka. By 1883 exports from the region 
reached a peak of 15 million pounds. It was also cultivated by 
the Dutch in Java. Competition grew fierce and an oversupply 
resulted in negotiation of a 1913 treaty whereby British India 
would concentrate on growing tea and Dutch Indonesia would 
concentrate on Cinchona. During the 1930s, with Japanese 
expansion in the South Pacific, the seizure of Cinchona 
plantations forced Europeans and Americans to research 
synthetic substitutes and develop new plantations in South 
America. In both of these endeavors, NYBG botanists Norman 
Taylor, William Steere, and Boris Krukoff were involved, and the 
LuEsther T. Mertz Library contains a strong body of literature 
that reflects these efforts.

At the spring 2016 meeting of the Library Visiting 
Committee, a presentation was made on Howard’s The 
Quinology of the East Indian Plantations, and thereafter Board 
Member Barbara Robinson graciously provided funds for the 
purchase of this beautifully illustrated folio by the Library.
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Board Welcomes New Members

Jill Joyce is the owner and president of 
Renaissance Equity, LLC, a residential 
real estate management company, 
which has won the distinguished Garden 
State Award for Housing, Management 
Company of the Year. She has been 
involved with NYBG since 1993 and 
has served as a volunteer since 1998. 

Hidemoto Mizuhara is President and 
Chief Executive Officer of Mitsubishi 
Corporation (Americas), the U.S. holding 
company for Mitsubishi Corporation 
Group Companies in North America. Mr. 
Mizuhara joined Mitsubishi Corporation in 
Tokyo, Japan in 1981 immediately after 
graduating from Hitotsubashi University. 

Janet M. Montag is a community 
leader and philanthropist. She is a 
founding member and chairman of the 
Advisory Board of the Global Mental 
Health Program at Columbia University 
and serves on the Board of The Asia 
Foundation. She is also a member of 
the International Advisory Board of the 

Marc Porter is joining Sotheby’s 
following a 25-year career at Christie’s, 
where he was last the auction house’s 
Chairman, Americas and led many 
successful private sales, including the 
Collection of Elizabeth Taylor. Marc 
received a B.A. degree in American 
Studies from University of Pennsylvania, 

Douglas Dockery Thomas is a native 
of Mississippi and a magna cum laude 
graduate of Sweet Briar College. She 
is a member of the Millbrook Garden 
Club and is on the National Speakers 
List of the Garden Club of America. She 
has received the Place Maker Award of 
the Foundation for Landscape Studies, 

Joseph A. Thompson is a community 
leader in the Bronx. He served in the 
U.S. Air Force as a Radar Operator 
and later earned the rank of detective 
in the NYPD. Following his career in 
law enforcement, Joe became the first 
full-time African-American life insurance 
agent in New York for Northwestern 

Jill is a member of the Hackensack University Medical Center 
Foundation Board of Trustees, and she has served on The 
National Trust for Scotland Foundation’s U.S. Board since 2015. 
Her professional affiliations include eight years of service on 
the Executive Board of the New Jersey Apartment Association. 
She earned a B.A. degree from New York University and was 
awarded the Founders Day Award for outstanding scholarship.

Most of his 35-year career with the company has been in the 
Machinery Group, primarily in the Ship Department and Motor 
Vehicle Division, with overseas assignments both in New York 
and in Indonesia. Mr. Mizuhara became President and CEO of 
Mitsubishi International Corporation in New York in 2013, and 
in 2016 he was promoted to President & CEO of Mitsubishi 
Corporation (Americas).

Portland Japanese Garden. Janet serves on a task force for the 
undergraduate program as well as a Parent Advisory Board at 
Stanford University. Janet holds a BBA degree in Finance from 
Emory University and is a former corporate finance banker with 
JP Morgan. She and her husband, Tom, have been active with 
NYBG since 2007. 

B.S. in Economics University of Pennsylvania–The Wharton 
School, and a J.D. from Yale Law School. He became the Chair 
of Committee on Exhibitions in 2010 at the National Museum 
of Jewish History and joined the Steering Committee in 2015 
at Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law. Previously, he was a 
Trustee of the Brooklyn Botanic Garden and The Council of the 
Frick Collection. 

and serves on the Advisory Council of the Lady Bird Johnson 
Wildflower Center and the Dumbarton Oaks Park Conservancy. 
She is a Managing Director of the Metropolitan Opera and an 
Overseer of the Boston Symphony Orchestra. At NYBG, Douglas 
is a member of the Horticulture Committee of the Board and the 
Advisory Committee of the School of Professional Horticulture. 

Mutual. Among his many community activities, Joe was 
appointed to the Community Board 11 in 1997, and elected 
Second Vice Chair in 2001. He serves as President of the 49th 
Precinct Community Council and is the Executive Director of 
the White Plains Road Business Improvement District. Joe has 
lived in Community Board 11 for over 47 years. He and his wife, 
Gladys Osorio, have two children and two grandchildren.
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Musical Offerings Enhance Public Programs William S. Beinecke, Trustee Emeritus, 
Turns 102

On May 27, 2016, 
Trustee Emeritus William 
S. Beinecke visited 
NYBG shortly after 
he marked his 102nd 
birthday. He joined the 
Board in October 1979 
and served until May 

In recent years, NYBG has further expanded its robust public 
program offerings to include musical performances—both 
indoors and outside—that complement and enhance special 
seasonal exhibitions and other institutional events. To celebrate 
the Garden’s 125th Anniversary, a festive evening series 
featured a wide variety of styles and performers, beginning 
with The Glimmerglass Festival on May 26, followed by Jazz at 
Lincoln Center with Wynton Marsalis on June 9. The popular 
Winter Harmonies Concerts will return in December to coincide 
with the 25th Annual Holiday Train Show®. 

1992, and was elected Honorary Member 
the following month. After lunch and a golf 
cart tour, NYBG President and CEO Gregory 
Long and Director J.V. Cossaboom noted that 
among Bill’s many important contributions to 
the Garden’s development during his tenure, 
his participation in the Centennial Campaign 
of 1991 was invaluable in helping to focus its 
institutional goals.

Bill was born in New York City and raised 
in suburban New Jersey. After graduation from 
Yale and Columbia Law School, he enlisted in 
the Navy before the U.S. entry into World War 
II and served as a gunnery officer from 1941 
to 1945. 

Beginning in 1952, he worked for 
The Sperry and Hutchinson Company as 
General Counsel, Vice President, President, 
and from 1966 until his retirement in 1980 
as Chairman and Chief Executive Officer. 
An ardent advocate for business support 
of charitable and educational institutions, 
he led the company in setting the pace for 
corporate charitable giving in the nation. Soon 
after his retirement he became the Founding 
Chairman of the Central Park Conservancy, 
overseeing the management and protection of 
Manhattan’s 843-acre oasis. 

Bill continues to be active in a wide 
variety of charitable giving activities. Honored 
to have him continue to serve as Trustee 
Emeritus, NYBG salutes his many noteworthy 
accomplishments during his distinguished 
legacy of service and philanthropy.

Gregory Long, The Glimmerglass Festival Artistic & General Director Francesca Zambello

The Glimmerglass Festival cast, Gregory Long, Francesca Zambello

Jazz at Lincoln Center with Wynton Marsalis
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Kiku Returns October 8–30

Kiku: The Art of the Japanese Garden returns 
to the Enid A. Haupt Conservatory, continuing 
a longstanding showcase of the horticultural 
traditions of Japan. Kiku, the Japanese 
chrysanthemum, is one of the most celebrated 
plants in Japanese culture. This year hundreds 
of intricately trained chrysanthemums in both 
modern and ancient styles have been cultivated 
in a variety of stylistic interpretations and 
designs, including ozukuri (thousand bloom), 
kengai (cascade), and ogiku (single stem).

Using traditional techniques developed at 
Shinjuku Gyoen National Garden in Tokyo and 
contemporary approaches informed by these 
traditions, NYBG horticulturists have trained 
hundreds of Japanese chrysanthemums into 
fantastic forms defying the sense of what is 
possible to achieve with living plants. From 
cascading sheets of color and composition to 
delicately grown bonsai, the exhibition provides 
equal measures of spectacle and sophistication. 

In tandem with the exhibition, the Garden 
offers an exciting array of Japanese cultural 
events, educating more than 75,000 visitors 
about the importance that the natural world 
plays within Japanese art and lifestyle.

Since its inception in 2007, this stunning 
exhibition has been generously underwritten 
by Presenting Sponsor Mitsubishi Corporation 
(Americas), a steadfast partner in celebrating 
the chrysanthemum and Japanese art, life,  
and culture. Additional sponsors include the 
J.C.C. Fund of The Japanese Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, Inc., LuEsther T. Mertz 
Charitable Trust, and Sumitomo Corporation 
of Americas Foundation. Program sponsors 
include The Japan Foundation and the United 
States-Japan Foundation.
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Recent Grants Support NYBG Work in  
Science, Education, and Horticulture

•   NYBG was awarded a $1,000,000 capital grant from New York 
State Assembly Speaker Carl E. Heastie and the Bronx 
Delegation of the New York State Assembly in support of the 
Edible Academy’s construction, which will ultimately increase access 
to nutrition education for children and families from the Bronx.

•   The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation continued its generous support 
of the Humanities Institute in the LuEsther T. Mertz Library with a 
$900,000 grant over the next three years. 

•   NYBG has received a three-year, $260,000 grant from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities to digitize the LuEsther T. Mertz 
Library’s John Torrey Papers. This project will also begin crowdsourced 
transcription of the documents to enhance access to the largest 
collection of pioneering botanist John Torrey’s personal papers.

•   The Altman Foundation has renewed their generous support of 
the Children’s Education Program with a three-year commitment of 
$200,000. 

•   NYBG has received a $500,000 capital grant from the Stavros 
Niarchos Foundation for the Edible Academy and will name the 
Entry Plaza.

•   The Jill and Alan Rappaport Family has pledged $350,000 to the 
Edible Academy project and will name the Rappaport Family Toolshed. 
It will connect the Edible Academy Building and the Teaching 
Greenhouse, house the tools used by participants in the gardening 
programs, and include a cistern to collect rainwater runoff, which will 
be used to irrigate the garden.

•   The Wallace Genetic Foundation has awarded NYBG a $200,000 
grant to the Edible Academy project and will name the Jean W. 
Douglas School Demonstration Garden, which will be home to three 
square, raised garden beds and the Edible Academy compost station. 

•   NYBG was awarded a two-year, $200,000 grant from Chobani 
Foundation in support of the Edible Academy. Funding will ensure 
that NYBG continues to make a sustainable and long-term impact  
on the healthful living habits of underserved, urban youth in the 
greater NYC area by increasing access to nutrition education and 
fresh produce. 

•   Newman’s Own Foundation has renewed their leadership support 
of the Edible Academy’s Bronx Green-Up Community Outreach and 
Teacher Training Program. This grant empowers community members 
and teachers by giving them the tools, knowledge, and resources to 
transform parts of their neighborhoods into thriving urban farms and 
school gardens.
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Perennial Society ProfileKiku Returns October 8–30

Phyllis Schwartz and her family have a long history with The 
New York Botanical Garden. She and her husband, Howard, 
began their relationship with the Garden in the 1950s when 
they wanted to instill an appreciation of nature in their two small 
children. She still has fond memories of her son and daughter 
running along the paths and stopping to smell the peonies or 
point to the daffodils, which would always make her smile. “And 
those flowers still bloom every spring even though today I am 
the mother of a Senior Citizen!”

Phyllis has left a legacy at the Garden in two ways. The first 
was a gift for her 65th birthday when her husband, children, 
and grandchildren surprised her with a bench dedicated in her 
honor in the Perennial Garden. “It was the best surprise present 
ever!” Even now, Phyllis sits on her bench every time she visits 
the Garden.  

When her husband died in 2014, Phyllis decided to honor 
his memory by supporting some of their favorite places, and 
NYBG was near the top of the list. She funded a charitable gift 
annuity with the Garden because it provides her with secure, 
steady interest payments for life and the gratification of making 
a gift that will also benefit the future of the Garden. “The best 
reason to choose a charitable gift annuity is the connection it 
gives you to a cherished place, knowing that your connection 
will continue beyond life itself.”

For more information about how you can fund a charitable 
gift annuity or dedicate a bench at The New York Botanical 
Garden, please call Lisa Sifre, Director of Planned Giving, 
at 718.817.8545, e-mail plannedgiving@nybg.org, or visit 
nybgplannedgiving.org

Upcoming Special Events

Please join us for these upcoming special 
events, proceeds from which support a wide 
range of critical NYBG mission-driven efforts:

Kiku: The Art of the Japanese Garden 
Reception & Dinner 
October 13; 6:30 p.m. 
Honoring Judy and Michael Steinhardt and 
Mitsubishi Corporation (Americas), this festive 
night will celebrate Japanese horticulture 
and art with sake tastings and Japanese-
inspired cocktails while touring a stunning 
display of Japanese fall flowers in the Haupt 
Conservatory. The night continues with an 
elegant dinner in the beautifully redesigned 
Garden Terrace Room.

Winter Wonderland Ball
December 9; 7:30 p.m.
Now in its 18th year, the Winter Wonderland 
Ball remains New York City’s most fashionable 
party of the holiday season, a black tie event 
featuring cocktails, dinner, and dancing in sight 
of the Haupt Conservatory’s twinkling holiday 
display. This dazzling evening has become 
synonymous with NYC glamour and nightlife.

The Orchid Dinner
February 8; 7 p.m.
NYBG’s annual Orchid Dinner will take place at 
The Plaza. A harbinger of spring, it is one of the 
most anticipated and beautiful events of the 
New York late-winter season. This high-profile 
event showcases the most exquisite display of 
orchid centerpieces imaginable, all created and 
donated by leading designers from the worlds 
of fashion, interior design, landscape design, 
floral design, and architecture. 

For more information and to purchase tickets, 
please contact the Special Events office at 
718.817.8710 or events@nybg.org
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Plants and People: The Campaign for The New York Botanical Garden
Gifts to the Leadership Fund
2008–September 30, 2015

$15,000,000+
Estate of Enid A. Haupt
LuEsther T. Mertz Charitable Trust
City of New York
State of New York
Carmen and John Thain
Shelby White and the Leon Levy Foundation

$10,000,000–14,999,999
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Hubbard and
  the Harriet Ford Dickenson Foundation
Estate of Arthur Ross

$6,000,000–9,999,999
Edward P. Bass
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Chilton, Jr.
Amy Goldman Fowler, Ph.D.
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
National Science Foundation
Arthur Ross Foundation
The Starr Foundation

$5,000,000–5,999,999
Mr. and Mrs. Lionel Goldfrank III
Mr. and Mrs. Wilson Nolen
Melville Foundation
David Rockefeller
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Steere, Jr.
Judy and Michael Steinhardt

$1,500,000–4,999,999
Bloomberg Philanthropies and Bloomberg L.P.
Mr. and Mrs. Coleman P. Burke
J. Barclay Collins II and Kristina G. Durr
Robert F. Gossett, Jr.
William Randolph Hearst Foundation
Mrs. Andrew Heiskell
Weslie R. Janeway
Karen Katen

Diane Katzin and Richard Kurnit
JPMorgan Chase & Co. and JPMorgan Chase Foundation
Estate of Harold Marcus
Vivian and Edward Merrin
MetLife Foundation
The Ambrose Monell Foundation
National Endowment for the Humanities
Stavros Niarchos Foundation
Pfizer Inc & The Pfizer Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Robinson
Adam R. Rose and Peter R. McQuillan
Marjorie and Jeffrey A. Rosen
Mr. and Mrs. Charles M. Royce
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Robert K. Steel
Mr.† and Mrs. Robert E. Zoellner
Anonymous

$500,000–1,499,999
Jayne and Leonard Abess
Altman Foundation
Dr.† and Mrs. David L. Andrews
Mary Flager Cary Charitable Trust
Con Edison
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis B. Cullman
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin H. Davidson
Everett Foundation
Federal Government
Google Inc.
Institute of Museum and Library Services
Mr. and Mrs. Charles B. Johnson
The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation
MasterCard Worldwide
Mr. and Mrs. George E. Matelich
Newman’s Own Foundation
New York State Office of the Attorney General and New York   
   State Department of Environmental Conservation,  
   Bronx River Watershed Initiative
PepsiCo
Kenneth and Ellen Roman
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Mrs. Arthur Ross
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas J. Sakellariadis
Tiffany & Co. Foundation
Verizon Foundation
Caroline A. Wamsler, Ph.D. and DeWayne N. Phillips
Dr. Karl M.F. Wamsler†

$100,000–499,999
Acacia Conservation Fund 
Bank of America
Gary A. and Carole P. Beller
James Benenson, Jr.
BNY Mellon
Booth Ferris Foundation
Ambassador and Mrs. W.L. Lyons Brown
Margaret A. Cargill Foundation
Carnegie Corporation of New York 
Cigna Foundation
Larry E. Condon and John J. Hoffee
Sarah K. de Coizart Article TENTH Perpetual Charitable Trust 
Cleveland H. Dodge Foundation, Inc. 
E.W. Howell Co., LLC
Eugene and Emily Grant Family Foundation
Charles Hayden Foundation
Leona M. and Harry B. Helmsley Charitable Trust
Jill Joyce
J.R.S. Biodiversity Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Kamen 
Mr.† and Mrs. Hamilton F. Kean
Gregory Long 
Long Island Sound Futures Fund
Susan E. Lynch 
Estate of Marie Markus
Dr. and Mrs. George M. Milne, Jr.
Mitsubishi Corporation (Americas) and Mitsubishi Corporation  
   Foundation for the Americas
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation 
Henry and Lucy Moses Fund, Inc.
Vincent Mulford Foundation
National Trust for Historic Preservation

Mr. and Mrs. William B. O’Connor
V. Kann Rasmussen Foundation
The Rhodebeck Charitable Trust
William D. Rondina and The Carlisle Collection
The Scotts Miracle-Gro Company
Velux Stiftung
Estate of Elizabeth A. Straus
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Sullivan, Jr. 
The Tinker Foundation Incorporated
Mish Tworkowski and Joseph Singer
Mr. and Mrs. Richard R. Vietor
Edwin S. Webster Foundation
Lucille Werlinich
Anonymous
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Fund for the Garden
The New York Botanical Garden thanks the following 
donors who made gifts of $1,500 or more between  
July 1, 2015 and June 30, 2016.

$100,000+
Jayne and Leonard Abess
Acacia Conservation Fund
Edward P. Bass
Susanna Berger Revocable Trust
Bloomberg Philanthropies
Booth Ferris Foundation  
Mr. and Mrs. Coleman P. Burke
Carnegie Corporation of New York
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Chilton, Jr.
Chobani Foundation
Cigna Foundation
Estate of Peter J. Cohn
J. Barclay Collins II and  

Kristina G. Durr
Con Edison
Louise Hirschfeld Cullman and  

Lewis B. Cullman
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin H. Davidson
Cleveland H. Dodge Foundation, Inc.
Everett Foundation
Amy Goldman Fowler, Ph.D. and  

Cary Fowler, Ph.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Lionel Goldfrank III
Google Inc.
Robert F. Gossett, Jr.
Green Mountain Energy Sun Club®

Hearst Corporation
William Randolph Hearst Foundation
Mrs. Andrew Heiskell
Leona M. and Harry B. Helmsley 

Charitable Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Hubbard 

and the Harriet Ford Dickenson 
Foundation

Institute of Museum and  
Library Services

Mr. and Mrs. William H. Janeway
Mr. and Mrs. Charles B. Johnson
Jill Joyce
Diane Katzin and Richard Kurnit
Susan E. Lynch
Jack Marcus and Ruth Marcus  

Living Trust
Mastercard
Mr. and Mrs. George E. Matelich
Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert C. Maurer
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation 
Melville Foundation
Vivian and Edward Merrin
LuEsther T. Mertz Charitable Trust
MetLife and MetLife Foundation
The Ambrose Monell Foundation
Janet M. Montag
National Endowment for the 

Humanities
Newman’s Own Foundation
Stavros Niarchos Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm C. Nolen

Mr. and Mrs. Wilson Nolen
Oak Spring Garden Foundation
PepsiCo, Inc.
Pfizer Inc & The Pfizer Foundation
Jill and Alan Rappaport Family
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Robinson
Adam R. Rose and Peter R. McQuillan
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey A. Rosen
Mrs. Arthur Ross
Mr. and Mrs. Charles M. Royce
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation
The Starr Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Robert K. Steel
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Steere, Jr.
Judy and Michael Steinhardt
Carmen and John Thain
The Tiffany & Co. Foundation
Estate of Jeffrey S. Waldhuter
Caroline A. Wamsler, Ph.D. and 

DeWayne N. Phillips
Shelby White and the Leon  

Levy Foundation
Estate of Mary Winter
Mrs. Robert E. Zoellner
Anonymous

$25,000 to $99,999
The Achelis and Bodman Foundations
Altman Foundation
American Honda Foundation
Michael Bakwin
Bank of America
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Bartlett, Jr.
Anne Hendricks Bass Foundation
Elizabeth G. Beinecke  

Charitable Unitrust
Gary A. and Carole P. Beller
Gilchrist B. Berg and Amy  

Margerum Berg
The Kurt Berliner Foundation
John Bernstein and Diana Davenport
BNY Mellon
Merilee and Roy Bostock
Ambassador and Mrs. W.L. Lyons 

Brown
The Christensen Fund
Citi
Larry E. Condon and John J. Hoffee
Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund
The Crown Family
Estate of Patricia de Bary
Sarah K. deCoizart Article TENTH 

Perpetual Charitable Trust
Deutsche Bank
James and Carol DiLorenzo
Jacqueline H. Dryfoos
E.H.A. Foundation, Inc.
E.W. Howell Co., LLC

$10,000,000+
City of New York 

$2,500,000–9,999,999
LuEsther T. Mertz Charitable Trust
Anonymous

$1,000,000–2,499,999
Bank of America
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Chilton, Jr.
Amy Goldman Fowler, Ph.D. and Cary Fowler, Ph.D.
Institute of Museum and Library Services
Diane Katzin and Richard Kurnit
National Science Foundation
State of New York
Mr. and Mrs. Wilson Nolen

$500,000–999,999
Bloomberg Philanthropies
William Randolph Hearst Foundation
Leona M. and Harry B. Helmsley Charitable Trust
Susan E. Lynch
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
National Endowment for the Humanities
Stavros Niarchos Foundation

List in formation

This list includes gifts made on or after October 1, 
2015. Earlier gifts are recognized on donor lists for 
the Plants and People campaign.

125th Anniversary Campaign
Leadership Gifts and Pledges
As of September 15, 2016*

*
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The Eppley Foundation for  
Research, Inc.

Katherine Farley and Jerry Speyer
Patricia and Eric Fast
Elisa and A. Alexander Fontanes
F. Gordon Foster Charitable Trust
Mrs. Robert Garrett
Emma and Todd Goergen
Goldman, Sachs & Co.
The Marc Haas Foundation
Meg and Tom Healey
Drs. Patricia K. and Noel H. Holmgren
Karen and Paul Isaac
Sharon and Bill Jacob
Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Mitchell Jennings Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Henry P. Johnson
Sonia and Paul Jones
JPMorgan Chase & Co. and 

JPMorgan Chase Foundation
Annette Kade Charitable Trust
Robert S. Kaplan
Elysabeth Kleinhans
Estate of Ida Kreingold
Annie and Ned Lamont
Lawrence Lederman, Esq. and  

Kitty Hawks
Lemberg Foundation, Inc.
Estate of Freda C. Levine
Levitt Foundation
Kamie and Richard Lightburn
The Lucius N. Littauer Foundation
Marjorie L. and James M. Lober Fund
Mr. and Mrs. George S. Loening
Gregory Long
Richard Lounsbery Foundation, Inc.
Macy’s
Mr. and Mrs. Peter L. Malkin
Anne Welsh McNulty
FMPT CDMX, Mexico City  

Tourism Board
Mexico Tourism Board
The Midler Family Foundation
Scott and Flo Miller
Dr. and Mrs. George M. Milne, Jr.
Stacey and Eric Mindich
Mr. and Mrs. Sylvester F. Miniter IV
Dr. Peter Model and Dr. Marjorie 

Russel
Mary and Garrett Moran
Morgan Stanley
Henry and Lucy Moses Fund, Inc.
National Endowment for the Arts
The Northern Trust Co. 
Mr. and Mrs. William B. O’Connor
Linda and Timothy O’Neill
The Palm Foundation
Mrs. William G. Pannill
Margaret and Andy Paul
Alexander R. Peacock Trust

Jean R. Peacock Trust
The Pinkerton Foundation
The Prospect Hill Foundation
Estate of Herbert Reach
Kenneth and Ellen Roman
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas J. Sakellariadis
Stuart Salenger Foundation
Donna and Marvin Schwartz
Eric and Erica Schwartz
Phyllis and Howard Schwartz 

Phillanthropic Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen A. Schwarzman
Mr. and Mrs. A.J.C. Smith
Kate Solomon and David Wasserman
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Sullivan, Jr.
Tina and Steven K. Swartz
Mr. and Mrs. Donald F. Textor
Karen and David Thomas
Douglas Dockery Thomas
Laurie M. Tisch Illumination Fund
Mish Tworkowski and Joseph Singer
Mr. and Mrs. Hans P. Utsch
Wallace Genetic Foundation, Inc.
Edwin S. Webster Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Edward K. Weld
Mrs. B. Robert Williamson, Jr.
Anonymous (4)

$10,000 to $24,999
Adobe Foundation
Arlene and Alan Alda
The Allwin Family Foundation
Maurice Amado Foundation
American Express
Anderson-Rogers Foundation, Inc.
Andron Construction Company
AXA Foundation, Inc.
Rose M. Badgeley Residuary 

Charitable Trust, HSBC Bank USA, 
N.A., Trustee

The Barker Welfare Foundation
James Benenson, Jr.
Estate of Monique Benoit
Ronney and Henry Berinstein
Friederike K. Biggs
Marguerite and Walter Bopp
Brigid Ruth Brine
Cynthia D. Brodsky
Brooks Brothers
Building Contractors Association, Inc.
CBRE
CHANEL
Lois Chiles and Richard Gilder
Mrs. Thomas H. Choate
Colleen Ferguson Clark and  

Michael Clark
Kathy and Harry W. Clark
Colgate-Palmolive Company

Rosemarie and J.V. Cossaboom
Credit Suisse
Estate of Rosemary N. D’Alesandro
Florence A. Davis and  

Anthony C. Gooch
Deloitte LLP
The Donaldson Organization
Douglas and Susanne Durst
Andrea Henderson Fahnestock and 

George A. Hambrecht
Mr. and Mrs. John Falk
Ford Foundation
The Helen Clay Frick Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Mario Gabelli
Meredith and Whitney George
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy M. George
Gildea Foundation, Inc.
Glamour
Brad and Sunny Goldberg
Dorian Goldman and Marvin Israelow
Herman Goldman Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Graham, Jr.
Nina Grauer
Green Mountain Energy Company
Grundman Mechanical Systems
Audrey and Martin Gruss
The Hagedorn Fund
Roy E. Halling, Ph.D. and  

Barbara Thiers, Ph.D.
Harney & Sons Fine Teas
Anne and Bill Harrison
Ambassador and Mrs. Charles A. 

Heimbold Jr.
Herve Leger By Max Azria
HFZ Capital Group
Hospital for Special Surgery
HSBC
ING Financial Services
Thomas and Pamela Jackson
J.C.C. Fund of the Japanese Chamber 

of Commerce and Industry of  
New York

Mrs. Carlisle Jones†

Jose Cuervo Reserva
Karen Katen Foundation
Anna-Maria and Stephen Kellen 

Foundation
Peter and Eaddo Kiernan Foundation
Alexandra Lebenthal and Jeremy 

Diamond
Louise S. Lehrman
Lower Hudson Partnership for 

Regional Invasive Species 
Management

Stephen and Susan Mandel
Margrit Meagher
Richard and Ronay Menschel
Mercedes-Benz U.S.A.

Metropolitan Construction  
Systems Inc.

The Moody’s Foundation
The Morse Family Foundation
Laura J. Niles Foundation, Inc.
The Overbrook Foundation
Alfiero & Lucia Palestroni  

Foundation, Inc.
Wendy Keys Pels
Pine Tree Foundation of New York
Alexandra Porter
Katharine and William Rayner
The Rice Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Richards
Alicia and Bill Robertson
Ariana Rockefeller
David Rockefeller
Ruth M. Rollins
May and Samuel Rudin Family 

Foundation, Inc.
S&P Global
Lily Safra
Barbara Cirkva Schumacher and John 

Schumacher
Select Equity Group Foundation
Gillian Hearst Simonds
Stanley Smith Horticultural Trust
Mrs. Howard W. Smith
The John Ben Snow Memorial Trust
Sony Corporation of America
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Steere III
Harriet and Warren Stephens
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
TD Charitable Foundation
Barbara and Donald Tober
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Townsend III
The Trust for Public Land
Unilever United States, Inc.
Van Cleef & Arpels, Inc.
The Walt Disney Company
Dr. Karl M.F. Wamsler†

Weil, Gotshal & Manges
Dr. Elizabeth Weinshel and  

Dr. Joel Goldfarb
Whole Foods Company 
Roy J. Zuckerberg Family Foundation
Anonymous (4)

$5,000 to $9,999
Allen & Company, Incorporated
Alliant
Allied Integrated Marketing
Eric J. Altmann
Milton and Sally Avery Arts 

Foundation
Babo Botanicals, LLC
Carrie Lynn Baker
Mr. and Mrs. Randall J. Barbato
Mr. and Mrs. David B. Black
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Fund for the Garden

$5,000 to $9,999 (cont.)
Daniel and Estrellita Brodsky
Kate Rheinstein Brodsky
Sander and Norma K. Buchman Fund
Ildiko and Gilbert Butler
Mr. and Mrs. William Russell G.  

Byers, Jr.
Carolina Herrera New York
Patricia and John Chadwick
Clif Bar Family Foundation
Jane E. Clifford
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph G. Coulombe
The Cowles Charitable Trust
Jeanne and David Daniel
George and Wendy David
Davis Polk & Wardwell
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Davis
DeMartini Family Foundation
Alice and Bob Dent
Dobkin Family Foundation
Dooney & Bourke
Dr. and Mrs. Ricardo R. Fernández
William and Lisa Finkelstein
Pamela and David B. Ford
Jill P. Fowler
The Frelinghuysen Foundation
Geneva Supply Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Goelet
Mr. and Mrs. John B. Goodwin, Jr.
Grassi Marketing
Gretchen and Gene Grisanti
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard S. Gruenberg
The Guardian Life Insurance 

Company of America
Gordon and Llura Gund
The H. W. Wilson Foundation
Linda Hackett - C.A.L.  

Foundation, Inc.
Trish Hamlin
Hayward Baker Inc.
Sandra and Michael Hecht
Huyler C. Held Memorial Fund
Mrs. John K. Howat†

Hudson River Foundation
Robin and Reuben Jeffery
Caroline and David Johnson
Mark and Anla Cheng Kingdon 

Foundation
James W. Kinnear
Ruth and Seymour Klein  

Foundation, Inc.
Sidney and Judith Kranes  

Charitable Trust
Edith R. Laird and Edith M. Laird
Lehman College
Memrie M. Lewis
Angus and Leslie Littlejohn
Chien C. Liu
Jacqueline B. Mars

William E. Mayer
Marguerite McGoldrick
Maryfrances Metrick
Michael Aram
Microsoft
Allison and Roberto Mignone
Modelo Beer 
PAL Environmental Services
Patagonia
Amy and John R. Peckham
Samantha Pedersen
Liz and Jeff Peek
Kathleen M. Pike
Prestige Properties & Development
Sabra Purtill
Encarnita and Robert Quinlan
Wendy and Paul Raether
Joelle and Jonathan Resnick
Susan Rodriguez and Charles Lowrey
Mr. and Mrs. Hartley Rogers
Sarah I. Schieffelin Residuary Trust
Sara Lee and Axel Schupf
Leland Shafer Charitable Trust
Jean and Martin Shafiroff
Mrs. C. Sidamon-Eristoff
Mr. and Mrs. David Silverstone
Dr. Robert C. and Tina Sohn 

Foundation
Sotheby’s
STARR Restaurants
Elizabeth Steel
Sumitomo Corporation 
Gary Syman
Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Trainor
Edith F. Unger
Barry & Teri Volpert Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan M. Wainwright
The Walbridge Fund, Ltd.
Lucille Werlinich
Sarah Wertheimer and Pedro Romero
Judy and Josh Weston
Bunny Williams and John Rosselli
Willis Towers Watson
Ann and Ken Wilson
Joan M. Wilson
Joan Winant
Jonathan B. Young
Anonymous (3)

$1,500 to $4,999
Stephen and Marsha Ackerman
Gwendolyn Akin
American Society of Botanical Artists
Amtrak
Natalie Andersen
Dr. O. Roger Anderson
Hope P. Annan
Rita Antanir-Posin and Hana Ohayon

Josephine Antonecchia
ARA Plumbing Corp.
Ann Howell Armstrong
Henry H. Arnhold
Ana Arsov
Vera Aryeh
Frances C. Ashley and Chris Ashley
William E. Austin and Barbara  

Sykes-Austin
Janet Ayres
Ginny and Dominick Azzaro
Dr. David Allan Baker
Lindsay Baker and Christopher J. 

DiAngelo
Michael J. Balick, Ph.D.
Stuart Bander
Estate of Leonard Barkin
Mark Barres
Mr. and Mrs. Justin Bateman
Jeremy Batoff
F. Harlan Batrus
David W. Baum
Stephen and Janet S. Bear
Mr. and Mrs. Anson M. Beard, Jr.
Vicki Been and Richard L. Revesz
Dr. Thea Benenson and Mr. Richard 

Benenson
The Edward H. Benenson Foundation
Howard Bernstein and  

Debra Gonzalez
Mrs. Peter S. Bing
Peter and Sofia Blanchard
Laura B. Blau
Joel Bluestein
Lois D. Blumenfeld
Louis H. Blumengarten†

Charles Boccio
Mr. and Mrs. William Boera
Sarah Bolson and Michael Barnett
Jillian Bottge
Marilyn Bottjer
Mr. and Mrs. Avery Bourke
Neely and Dick Bower
Boy Scouts of America - Greater New 

York Councils
Mr. and Mrs. Mairtin Brady
Dale Brooks and Salvador Behar
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Brooks
Katie Brown and William Gedale
Carol D. Browne
Mr. and Mrs. H. Lee Browne
Marilyn D. and Louis E. Brus
Lloyd Buchanan and Gretchen Scott
C. Austin Buck
Noreen and Kenneth Buckfire
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Bucuvalas
Mario Bulfamante
Mrs. Bruce R. Burton
Sam and Sally Butler

Dick T. Button
Shawn and Brook Byers
Dr. Lynn Byk and Mr. Marvin 

Weinbaum
C.B.I Drywall Corp.
Pat and Gil Caffray
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Camp
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Carotenuto
Tony and Betty Ann Catanzaro
Ted Chapin
Katharine M. Chapman
Wanla Cheng
City World Toyota
Leslie Moore Clarke
Sandy Cobden and Ira Freehof
Francisca Coelho
Susan and Bruce Cohen
William Colavito
Marie H. Cole
Bill and Marj Coleman
Adele Conner
Mr. and Mrs. John Conti
Patricia Cook, Ph.D.
Cord Flooring Systems, LLC
Jerry Ann Woodfin Costa and  

Victor Costa
Jill and John Coyle
Dianne G. Crary
Cross County Contracting
Mara Liasson Cuneo
Jane and Mark Cupkovic
Carolyn Curtis
The Dana Foundation
Mrs. Charles A. Dana, Jr.
Chris Davidson and Sharon Christoph
Frank de Biasi
Jean Doyen de Montaillou and 

Michael A. Kovner
Carla DeGaetano
Michael and Dudley Del Balso
Laura Delano and Bob Celli
The Helen Matchett De Mario 

Foundation
Christine M. Denham and  

Robert Stein
Jasmina Denner
Marie G. Dennett Foundation, Inc.
Stephen and Lorraine Dente
Design 2147 Ltd.
Ann Cynthia Diamond
Trina Dinapoli
DKM Construction Corp.
Jennifer and Dave Dobell
Dom’s Landscaping
Marjorie Doniger
Donohue Family Foundation
Eve Dorfzaun
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Dowley
Karen Drotzer and Thomas McMahon
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Mrs. Jack Dunn
Susan and Paul Efron
Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Eisenstadt
Lindsay Ellingson
Stephen Elrod
Emerald Tree Care Company
Gee Eng
Mr. and Mrs. Howard L. English, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Esnard
Michael Esposito
Mrs. John W. Espy
Elizabeth S. Eustis
Christina and Alex Evans
Mr. and Mrs. James H. Everest
Mr. and Mrs. C. Richard Everett
Jeffrey and Leslie Falk
Cantor Elaine Faver†

Elaine Fein
Joan M. Felder
Celia Felsher and John Cecil
Joseph S. Fichera
Luke Fichthorn
Richard and Schuyler Field
Nancy Finkelstein
Megan Flanigan
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Flynn
Anne Ford
Todd Forrest and Alison S. Pratt
Mr. and Mrs. Graham B. Foster
Frost Lighting
Linda Allard Gallen
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Gambeski
Mr. and Mrs. Victor F. Ganzi
Mr. and Mrs. Victor Ganzi
Dr. Anne Gargan and Dr. Terrance 

Gargan
Sally Gavin
Julie and Philip H. Geier, Jr.
Gensler
Perlinia Gibbs
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Glassmeyer
Dean and Laura Godown
Eric R. Goldman and Alisa Lebeau
Evelyn and Greg Gonzalez
Gordon L. Seaman, Inc.
Great Performances Artists as 

Waitresses, Inc.
Mark Grigalunas
Mrs. Spencer Grimes
Barbara Gronquist and Mel Diamond
Christine Guido and Candace Mitchell
Agnes Gund
Caroline Hackney and Carl Hribar
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis L. Hagenbuch
Carol Hansen and Alison Fricke
Bob Harmon
Mary W. Harriman Foundation
Barry L. Hartglass
Eugenie Havemeyer III

Mr. and Mrs. John Havens
Gregory and Mardi Hayt
Rosa and Robert Heinisch
Daisy Helman
Joan Heptig
Stephen and Joan Hermes
Highline Capital Management, LLC
Mr. and Mrs. J. Tomilson Hill
Elizabeth R. Hilpman and Byron Tucker
Lisina M. Hoch
David A. Hoffenberg
Margaret Hoh
Andi Hook
Audrey and Patrick Hoover
Nancy and Charlie Hoppin
Dr. Sheila E. Horn
Howard Horowitz
Hunt Howell
Daryl and Geoffrey Hulme
Carole and Jim Hunt
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hurowitz
Hydronic Concepts NY
David and Mary Iles
Inserra Shop-Rite Supermarkets
Alexis and Patrick Jackman
Richard H. Jenrette
JMV Consulting Engineering, P.C.
Sarah Rose Johnson
Ruth Oliver Jolliffe
Richard O. Jones
John Kordel Juliano
The Kandell Fund
Kathleen Kapnick
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Kaskel
Ayesha and Mubashir Kazi
Mrs. Hamilton F. Kean
Jane and Peter Keegan
Whitney and Fred Keen
Virgina and Richard Keim
Diana and Larry Kent
Atwater Kent Foundation Inc.
Leona Kern
Susan Kessler
Linda Marie Khettry
Jane and Charles Klein
Lisa Kleist
Margaret Meacham Klemm and 

Richard Klemm
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory S. Knese
Gladys Korchinski
Suzie and Bruce Kovner
Joan M. Kram
Eric and Sandy Krasnoff
Robert D. and Carol H. Krinsky
Dr. Susan Krysiewicz and  

Mr. Thomas Bell
Phyllis J. Kubey
David Kuck
Katherine Kung

Kofi B. Kwarteng
Dr. and Mrs. Edmund F. La Gamma
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Lane
Stewart F. Lane
Langan
Margo Langenberg
The Robert J. Laskowski Foundation
L.C.D. Elevator Repair, Inc.
Dr. Anne G. Lefer and Dr. Jay Lefer
Sal Leggio
Paul N. Leitner
Jennifer and Beau Lescott
Katherine R. Levy
Joy Liasson
Diane B. Lippert
Martin and Susan Lipton
The Litwin Foundation
Patricia Lizarraga
LJC Dismantling Corp.
Thomas E. Lovejoy, Ph.D.
Jennifer Lynch and  

Edmond FitzGerald
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander P. Lynch
Donna Maccrae
Mr. and Mrs. John Macfarlane
Cara Mackler
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Mackler
Dorota Mani
Connie Marhefka
Mary Ellen Marien
Isabelle Marino
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Markowitz
Joan H. Marks
Serena Marron
Kent and Eleanor Martin
Arthur and Elizabeth Martinez
David and Anita Massengill
Joan Ann Mauro
Dolly and Charles Mayer
Amory and Sean McAndrew
Cheryne and David McBride
Karen McDonald
Terrence and Sara McGarty
Martin and Toni McKerrow
Constance and H. Roemer McPhee
Gail Lutz Meisel, M.D.
The Janis and Alan Menken 

Foundation
Paul A. Meyers, M.D. and  

Maria L. Padilla, M.D.
Amy Todd Middleton and  

Curtis R. Middleton
Marsha and Ken Mifflin
Lisa Miller and Christopher Leicht
Lynden B. Miller and Leigh M. Miller
Virginia A. Millhiser
Carolyn and George Milne
Cynthia and Thomas Mooney
Mr. and Mrs. William I. Morton

Charlotte Moss
Monique Mulcare
Mr. and Mrs. Michael C. Mullins
Maggie Murphy
Eugenia Murtha-Mezzalingua
Dr. Martin Nash
The Neel Foundation
Neal and Jackwyn Nemerov
New York Council for the Humanities, 

a state affiliate of the National 
Endowment for the Humanities

New York Electrical Power  
Service, LLC

The New Yorker
Scott Newman
Anne and Chuck Niemeth
Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Nolan, Jr.
The Norinchukin Foundation, Inc.
Diane M. Nydick
David and Diane O’Brien
Orr-Pitts Family Charitable Trust
Louise Orzo and Philip Cannistraro
Hanna and Greg Ostroff
Carol Ostrow and Michael Graff
Mike and Trina Overlock
Tess and David Oxenstierna
Pabst Brewing Co.
Connie Papoulas
John Parise and Margo Hassan
Partnership for NYC
Mr. and Mrs. Paul B. Parvis
Elena and Michael Patterson
Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Pederson
Dina and Brent Pendleton
Mr. and Mrs. Luis F. Perez
Lizzy Pergament
Richard M. Pickett
Joan Pirics and James McCarthy
Betsy and Rob Pitts
Cynthia Hazen Polsky and Leon 

Polsky
William Powers
Katherine McLain Pursley and Joseph 

J. Pursley
Mr. and Mrs. Jean Putzer
Lisa Quattrocchi
Elizabeth and Matthew Quigley
Mr. Steve Radgowski
Joan Rainford
Rovika Rajkishun and David 

Austerweil
Sabrina and Walter Raquet
John and Judith Reed
Joseph V. Reed
Russell Reeder and Deborah Rothman
James Reeves and Frank Whirtenour
Mr. and Mrs. Marc L. Reisch
Nicole Reynolds
Suzanne Rheinstein
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$1,500 to $4,999 (cont.)
Ernestine Richardson and Roderick 

Armand
Katie Ridder and Peter Pennoyer
Ronnie and Richard Riker
Mr. and Mrs. William G. Roberts
Alexandra and Alexander Robertson
Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Robinson
The Rockefeller Group, Inc.
Mark and Susan Romney
John and Eleanor Rorer
Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Rose
Estelle T. Rosen
Richard Rosenfeld
Barbara S. Rosenthal
Mr. and Mrs. Cye E. Ross
Caroline S. Ruda
Nancy Ruffner
Mrs. Harry A. Russell
Bonnie J. Sacerdote
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Safran
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Safron
Barbara S. Samuelson 
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Santoriella
Janet and Bruce Sargent
Helen and DuWayne Sayles
Dr. Joan G. Scheuer
Mr. and Mrs. George W. Schiele
Betsy Pinover Schiff
The Schiff Foundation
Ginger Schnaper and  

Henry P. Godfrey
Donna Schooley
Lynne Schultz-Gobioff
Charles and Helen Schwab
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Scott
Eugene and Susan Sekulow
Dorothy J. Selinger and  

L. Michael Moskovis
Gail I. Selover
The Selz Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. J. Richard Semels
Suzanne and Tim Sennatt
Diana G. Serrell
Richard and Mable Seymour
Lanie Shahar, LCSW
Brian and Judith Sharoff
Mr. and Mrs. Eric P. Sheinberg
Silver Slate Group
Andrew J. Simmons and  

Nancy Black Simmons
Loukas Skiptaris
Terry Skoda
Janel Smietana
Margaret and Laurence Smith
Michelle Smith and Andrew Oshrin
Sarah Billinghurst Solomon and 

Howard Solomon
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Solondz

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Sonnenfeldt
Mr. and Mrs. Theo Spilka
Stephen Sprague and  

Catherine Capasso
Elizabeth M. Stafford
Sheila and George Stephenson
Betsy May Stern
Robert A.M. Stern
Professor and Mrs. Dennis Wm. 

Stevenson
John Stiff
Leila Maw Straus
Mrs. E. MacGregor Strauss
M. Joanne Strauss
Elizabeth F. Stribling and  

Guy N. Robinson
Joseph Stribula
Dan and Ellen Strickler
Charlotte T. Suhler
Mr. and Mrs. Michael D. Sullivan
Michael Swerdlow and Brian Craig
Mary and Frederick Sykes
Mr. and Mrs. Victor Syrmis
Ms. Claudia Szerer
Alice and Béla Szigethy
Kem Tekinay and  Lisa C.  

Mondore-Tekinay
Mr. and Mrs. Henry W. Todd
Coralie S. Toevs
Evelyn Tompkins
Michael Tuch Foundation, Inc.
Lawrence Tucker
Robert L. Turner
Diane Ueberle
Uptown Electric, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Marc A. Utay
Julie Van Benthuysen
Tom Van Dorpe
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Vandenberg
Rebecca and Bruce Vanyo
Varnum-DeRose Charitable 

Remainder Annuity Trust
Velocity Branding
Verizon Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Richard R. Vietor
Caroline and Eric Villency
Mr. and Mrs. Michael S. Vitton
Lucy R. Waletzky, M.D.
Christopher Walsh
Jeannette Sloan Warner
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Warren
Susan W. Weatherley
Brian Weil
Mr. and Mrs. Alan G. Weiler
Irwin Weinbaum
Sue Ann Weinberg
Dena K. Weiner and David Rozenholc
David Weinshel and Elizabeth Conway
Margot B. Weinstein

Beatrice Welch
Margy and Paul Whyte
Deborah E. Wiley
Elizabeth G. Wills
Scott Wilson
Lloyd and Elise Winans
Michel Witmer
Mr. and Mrs. Richard H. Witmer, Jr.
Lisa Witomski
Jean and Charles Osgood Wood
W. P. Carey Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Wynne, Jr.
Penny Zahler and James Hoffmann
Sara Zion
Anonymous (10)

Deceased

Although every effort is made to ensure the 
accuracy of this listing, we may have unintentionally 
overlooked someone. If this is the case, please 
accept our apology and notify us immediately by 
contacting devoffice@nybg.org

† 
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funds is provided by The New York City Council 
and The New York State Office of Parks, 
Recreation and Historic Preservation. The 
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are made possible by the LuEsther T. Mertz 
Charitable Trust.

Exhibitions in the Arthur and Janet Ross 
Gallery are made possible by the Arthur and 
Janet Ross Fund.
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THE BOTANICAL GARDEN

In Venice, the art of getting lost 
is not hard to master: 
cross a little bridge, make a right turn, 
and the hotel you just left might as well be on Mars. 

The same goes for these gardens botanical 
where a jungle of dripping ferns 
may give way to a desert where a cactus 
waves at me with its outspread arms. 

Here, I can stroll at ease 
from one climate to another, 
passing herbaceous peonies, 
pale lilacs, and the stout hyacinth. 

And after I lean back to salute a palm, 
the mazy outdoor paths 
will lead me beyond their brick designs 
to a hillside where I can see 

at a glance as many daffodils 
as William Wordsworth saw. 
And beyond that lie the shadows 
of a woods where I find a shagbark hickory, 

an American larch, the blue spruce, 
and the cones of a white pine now underfoot. 
I know all this because I often stop 
not just to inhale a climbing rose 

but to read the tags and learn the names. 
I once looked up from one 
and saw in the distance through a break 
in the trees the white conservatory, 

looking like the greenhouse of a king, 
center of all this growth and flowering life, 
the place where I had started out 
to meander over these varied grounds— 

first cultivated, then wild— 
unguided by a map or plan, and glad 
to be delayed by a single petal, 
distracted by some anonymous branch’s mottled bark.

A Poem by Billy Collins, NYBG Poet Laureate
Written on the occasion of the 125th Anniversary of  
The New York Botanical Garden
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