
Using iNaturalist



What is iNaturalist?



Observations

Source: iNaturalist



Making 
observations

• Taking good photos takes practice!

• Take close-ups of details
• Flowers

• Leaves

• Anything interesting

• Add comments
• Anything you think may be useful for 

ID

• Don’t be afraid if you don’t know!



Making observations,
continued

• Upload photos
• Via mobile app

• Via website

• Always make some kind of ID
• Rather than “unknown”, use 

“Plants”

• iNat community is able to ID 
almost anything!



Species info

http://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/520655-Icaricia-icarioides-missionensis


Species 
identification
• iNaturalist bases this on 
Consensus

• Uploader picks taxon as best 
they can
• Species – Red maple/Acer rubrum

• Genus – Maples, Acer

• Family – Soapberry family, 
Sapindaceae

• Kingdom – Plants

• Community builds ID by 
agreeing or offering 
suggestions

http://www.inaturalist.org/observations/5826740


Identification continued 

Dominc Stodulski

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=35283266


Identification continued 



Identification continued 



Identification continued 



Identification continued 



Identification continued 



Etiquette and Disagreement

• Chronology matters

• Implied disagreements

• If unsure, make a comment

• Add suggestions

• Add pointers if you know them!



Taking Good 
Pictures

• Observations 
need to be 
Identifiable

• Taking good 
pictures is a skill

• Takes time and 
practice



Taking Good 
Pictures
Look for traits that help 
identify the plant

• For You

• For Others

Find ways to include 
scale

• Formal/informal

• Ruler vs hand, 
Metrocard, etc



Observation Fields / Annotations

• iNaturalist is currently updating 
this

• Ability to add specific notes to an 
observation

• Such as Phenology data

• Can add important metadata specific 
to a project

• We will use these to add data to 
observations

• Have to be added via web, not 
mobile Life stages for Mission Blue butterfly



Don’t Panic – Enjoy iNaturalist!

• iNaturalist is for 
everyone
• Not just experienced 

observers!

• Make the best ID you can

• We will help you

• The iNat community will 
help you!

• Have fun observing!


