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Orchid Expert Provides Care Tips, Live and Online

During The Orchid Show at The New York Botanical Garden
February 23–April 6, 2008 

With docent-led tours of the breathtaking exhibition, informative signs and complementary audio tours, expert question-and-answer sessions, compelling audiovisual presentations, instructive Home Gardening Demonstrations, and more, from February 23 to April 6, 2008, The New York Botanical Garden will be the place to learn everything aspiring or accomplished orchid enthusiasts can and should know about the world’s most coveted plant.  
This is the sixth year for The Orchid Show, a comprehensive exhibition that will be showcased in the Enid A. Haupt Conservatory, offer prime specimens for purchase at Shop in the Garden, and have display and educational elements in multiple venues across the Botanical Garden grounds. Yet, this is the first year that one won’t have to be on site to take advantage of some of the Garden’s orchid experts’ advice. Sonia Uyterhoeven, Gardener for Public Education, and the primary instructor for the Home Gardening Demonstrations on the grounds, has compiled nearly 50 orchid tips to share with the curious. Each day during The Orchid Show’s six-week run, the Botanical Garden’s Web site, www.nybg.org, will highlight a different one of these tips on how to care for and nurture your plants, troubleshoot problems, or select from among the more than 30,000 naturally occurring species or tens of thousands of artificially created orchid hybrids for future acquisitions.   
Here are a few orchid tips to look for at www.nybg.org :
1. If your Dendrobium produces little “plantlets” (keikis) instead of flowers, there’s a good chance it’s either getting too much fertilizer or the temperature isn’t cool enough for flower spikes to form.
2. Phalaenopsis (moth orchid) is very popular for the beginner. This easy-to-find and easy-to-cultivate orchid will be happy with an eastern exposure and moderate household temperatures.

3. Brown tips on your orchid leaves are often a sign of moisture problems caused by a lack of water or a lack of humidity.

4. If you find a black mushy spot on your orchid that seems to be expanding, it’s probably a fungal problem. Cut off the damaged foliage and sprinkle cinnamon (a natural fungicide) around the infected area.

5. If you are tight on space, try growing miniature orchids. They will thrive in bright, indirect light; their small, delicate roots don’t like to dry out between waterings.
When you find that the daily tip on the Garden’s Web site has only piqued your interest about The Orchid Show and all its offerings, be not dismayed. Exhibition tickets are available for purchase online—just a few mouse clicks away.

-more-
Founding Sponsor, The Tiffany & Co. Foundation
Exhibitions in the Enid A. Haupt Conservatory are made possible by the Estate of Enid A. Haupt.

The New York Botanical Garden is a museum of plants located at Bronx River Parkway (Exit 7W) and Fordham Road. It is easy to reach by Metro-North Railroad or subway. The Botanical Garden is open year-round, Tuesday through Sunday and Monday federal holidays.  During The Orchid Show the Garden is open from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.  The best way to enjoy the Garden during The Orchid Show is with the All-Garden Pass, which includes admission to the grounds as well as to seasonal gardens, exhibitions, and attractions such as the Enid A. Haupt Conservatory, Everett Children’s Adventure Garden, Rock and Native Plant Gardens, and Tram Tour: $20 for adults, $18 for seniors and students with ID, $7 for children ages 2–12, children under 2 are free. A Grounds-Only Pass is available: $6 for adults, $5 for adult Bronx Residents; $3 for seniors, $2 for students with ID, $1 for children ages 2–12, children under 2 are free. Grounds-only admission is free all day on Wednesdays and from 10 a.m. to noon on Saturdays. For more information, please call 718.817.8700 or visit www.nybg.org
The New York Botanical Garden is located on property owned in full by the City of New York, and its operation is made possible in part by public funds provided through the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs. A portion of the Garden’s general operating funds is provided by The New York City Council and The New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation. The Bronx Borough President and Bronx elected representatives in the City Council and State Legislature provide leadership funding.
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