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About The New York Botanical Garden

The New York Botanical Garden is an iconic living museum and, since 
its founding in 1891, has served as an oasis in this busy metropolis.

As a National Historic Landmark, this 250-acre site's verdant landscape 
supports over one million living plants in extensive collections. Each year 
965,000 visitors enjoy the Garden not only for its remarkable diversity 
of tropical, temperate, and desert flora, but also for programming that 
ranges from renowned exhibitions in the Haupt Conservatory to festivals 
on Daffodil Hill.

The Garden is also a major educational institution. More than 300,000 
people annually—among them Bronx families, school children, and 
teachers—learn about plant science, ecology, and healthful eating 
through NYBG's hands-on,curriculum-based programming. Nearly 
90,000 of those visitors are children from underserved neighboring 
communities, while more than 3,000 are teachers from New York City's 
public school system participating in professional development pro-
grams that train them to teach science courses at all grade levels.

NYBG operates one of the world's largest plant research and conser-
vation programs, with nearly 200 staff members—including 80 Ph.D. sci-
entists—working in the Garden's state-of-the-art molecular labs as well 
as in the field, where they lead programs in 18 countries.

About the LuEsther T. Mertz Library

The Mertz Library promotes the intelligent stewardship of the natural 
world by collecting and preserving works of merit in botany, horticulture 
and landscape design.

The Library’s outstanding collections represent over a century of com-
mitment to botanical and environmental research. The skilled staff of the 
Mertz Library serve as an invaluable resource by providing the high-
est-quality resources and services to meet the needs of the Garden's 
diverse research, instructional and outreach programs including the 
Garden’s research staff, botanists and horticulturists as well as scientif-
ic, scholarly, and artistic communities worldwide and the public at large.

The Library is open to the public and in addition to supporting the intel-
lectual and informational needs of the gardening, horticultural and botan-
ical community the Library continues to develop strategic partnerships 
that advance research and promote new methods of providing access to 
an ever-expanding variety of information resources. 

Learn more about NYBG’s 125th Anniversary at nybg/125.org

Figure 1
Basillius Besler, Hortus Eystettensis, Nuremberg, 1613.
 
Figure 2
San Giovanni a Teduccio: Dammann & Co., General 
price list of vegetable, farm, tree, conifer, palm, flower 
and other seeds, canna roots, Italian fruit trees, plants, 
novelties of seeds… 1899.
 
Figure 3
Barr & Sugden. Barr & Sugden’s spring seed catalogue 
and guide to the flower and kitchen garden. London, 
1862 and 1863.
 
Figure 4
René Louiche Desfontaines, Flora atlantica: sive historia 
plantarum quae in Atlante, agro tunetano et algeriensi 
crescent. Parisiis: Apud Blanchon, 1800.
 
Figure 5
Barr & Sugden. Barr & Sugden’s spring seed catalogue 
and guide to the flower and kitchen garden. London, 
1862 and 1863.
 
Figure 6
Gaetano Testolini, Rudiments of Drawing,Shadowing and 
Colouring Flowers in Water Colours. London, 1818.
 
Figures 7 & 8
Salomon Kleiner, Viereleÿ Vorstellungen. Augsburg, ca. 
1730.
 
Figure 9
Pietro Andrea Mattioli, Commentarii. Venice, 1565.
 
Figure 10
Cleary & Co. Catalogue. New York, NY, 1902.
 
Figure 11
James Bateman, The Orchidaceae of Mexico & 
Guatemala. London, 1837-1843.
 
Figure 12
Barr & Sugden. Barr & Sugden’s spring seed catalogue 
and guide to the flower and kitchen garden. London, 
1862 and 1863.
 
Figure 13
Kendall & Whitney. Illustrated and descriptive catalogue 
of garden, field and flower seeds
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About the LuEsther T. Mertz Library

The LuEsther T. Mertz Library is a thriving center for research on the 
study of botany, horticulture and the important role plants play in the 
development of humankind. It collects, preserves and shares over eight 
centuries of written and visual documents that are essential to the study 
of our relationship with the plant kingdom. The library’s outstanding 
collections and programs play an important role in the development of 
education for the scientific, scholarly and artistic communities worldwide 
and the public at large. 

Library Contact & Hours: 

Phone: 718.817.8604

Email: libref@nybg.org

Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
 
Please check out the website for holiday hours.

Figure 1: Lily of the Valley
Dodoens, Rembert. Stirpium historiae pemptades sex, sive libri XXX. 
Antverpiae, Ex Officina C. Plantini, 1583.

Figure 2: Plumeria
Wright, Robert. Icones plantarum Indiae Orientalis, or, Figures of 
Indian plants. J.B. Pharoah for the author, 1840–1853.

Figure 3: Camellia
Makino, Tomitarō. Shinsen Nihon shokubutsu zusetsu. Kenka oyobi 
yōshiruibu = Phanerogamae et pteridophytae Japonicae iconibus 
illustratae, or Figures with brief descriptions and remarks of the 
flowering plants and ferns of Japan. Keigyōsha, Meiji 32–36, 
1899–1903.

Figure 4: Orchid Laparis nervosa
Makino, Tomitarō. Shinsen Nihon shokubutsu zusetsu. Kenka oyobi 
yōshiruibu = Phanerogamae et pteridophytae Japonicae iconibus 
illustratae, or Figures with brief descriptions and remarks of the 
flowering plants and ferns of Japan. Keigyōsha, Meiji 32–36, 
1899–1903.

Figure 5: Freesia
Wood, J. Medley and Maurice S. Evans. Natal plants: descriptions 
and figures of Natal indigenous plants: with notes on their 
distribution, economic value, native names, etc., etc. Bennett & 
Davis, 1898–1912.

Figure 6: Gardenia
Hooker, William Jackson Sir. Icones plantarum, or, Figures, with 
brief descriptive characters and remarks, of new or rare plants, 
selected from the author’s herbarium. Longman, Rees, Orme, Brown, 
Green & Longman, 1837–1854.

Figure 7: Honeysuckle 
Hooker, William Jackson Sir. Icones plantarum, or, Figures, with 
brief descriptive characters and remarks, of new or rare plants, 
selected from the author’s herbarium. Longman, Rees, Orme, Brown, 
Green & Longman, 1837–1854.

Figure 8: Jasmine
Wright, Robert. Icones plantarum Indiae Orientalis, or, Figures of 
Indian plants. J.B. Pharoah for the author, 1840–1853

Figure 9: Iris
L’Obel, Matthias de. Plantarum seu stirpium icones.  
Ex Officina C. Plantini, 1581.

Figure 10: Rose
Dodoens, Rembert. Stirpium historiae pemptades sex, sive libri XXX. 
Ex Officina C. Plantini, 1583.

Figure 11: Magnolia
Sargent, Charles Sprague. The silva of North America; a description 
of the trees which grow naturally in North America exclusive of 
Mexico. Houghton, Mifflin and company, 1891–1902.
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