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Name Date of Attendance University Nationality Area of Interest Current Status 
Banta-Columba, May 
(MA)  

1899-1900 Columbia USA Secondary teaching  

Eaton, Elon Howard 
(MS) 

1899-1900 Columbia USA Botany, ecology, and forestry  

Griffiths, David (PhD) 1899-1900 Columbia USA Taxonomy of Bouteloua and 
related grama grasses 

 

Hazen, Tracy Elliot 
(PhD) 

1899-1900 Columbia USA Ulothricaceae, 
Chaetophoraceae, and 
Haemodoraceae 

 

Hewins, Nellie Priscilla 
(MA) 

1899-1900 Columbia USA High school biology  

Kellicott, William 
Erskine (PhD) 

1899-1900 Columbia USA Allium root anatomy  

Rea, Paul Marshall (MA) 1899-1900 Columbia USA The history of botanical 
science 

 

Torrey, John Cutler 
(PhD) 

1899-1900 Columbia USA Medicine pathology  

Harlow, Sarah Havens 
(MA) 

1899-1901 Columbia USA Botanical libraries  

Kirkwood, Joseph 
Edward (PhD) 

1899-1903 Columbia USA The comparative embryology 
of the Cucurbitaceae 

 

Hanks, Lenda Tracy 
(MA) 

1901-1902 Columbia USA High school biology  

Locke, Emily (MA) 1901-1902 Columbia USA Spermatophyte embryology  
Rand, Edith E. (MA) 1901-1902 Columbia USA Botany of North America  
Rennert, Rosina J. 
(Irving) (MA) 

1899-1902 Columbia USA Plant anatomy and 
physiology 

 

Broadhurst, Jean (MA) 1902-1903 Columbia USA Morphology  



Name Date of Attendance University Nationality Area of Interest Current Status 
Dufour, Alice (MA) 1902-1903 Columbia USA Sociology, botany  

 
Gaines, Elizabeth 
Venable (MA) 

1902-1903 Columbia USA Sanitary biology  

Grout, Leon Everett 
(MA) 

1902-1903 Columbia USA Agriculture  

Leavenworth, George 
(MA) 

1902-1903 Columbia USA Forestry  

Lord, Mary (MA) 1902-1903 Columbia USA Fertilization in Lupinus 
hirsutus 

 

Shimer, Hervey 
Woodburn (PhD) 

1902-1904 Columbia USA Geology, paleobotany, 
paleontology 

 

Steeter, Stella G. (MA) 1902-1903 Columbia USA Plant physiology  
Brackett, Mary Morrell 
(MA) 

1902-1904 Columbia USA Plant morphology and 
physiology 

 

Clark, Anna May (MA) 1903-1904 Columbia USA Biology, botany, and nature 
study 

 

Cardiff, Ira Dietrich 
(PhD) 

1899-1905 Columbia USA Karyokinesis (morphology, 
cytology) 

 

Gordon, Clarence E. 
(PhD) 

1899-1905 Columbia USA Zoology, geology, 
paleobotany 

 

Gruenberg, Benjamin 
(PhD) 

1899-1905 Columbia USA Plant evolution; physiology 
of nutrition 

 

Harper, Roland 
McMillan (PhD) 

1899-1905 Columbia USA Eastern North American 
coastal plain phytogeography 

 

Mathewson, Chester A. 
(PhD) 

1904-1905 Columbia USA Houstonia caerulea anatomy  

Stockard, Charles Rupert 
(PhD) 

1904-1905 Columbia USA Cytology of Vicia faba  

Yatsu, Naohide (PhD) 1903-1905 Columbia Japan Cytology embryology  
Gleason, Henry Allan 
(PhD) 

1905-1906 Columbia USA Trillium systematics  

Knox, Alice Adelaide 1904-1906 Columbia USA Plant morphology and  



Name Date of Attendance University Nationality Area of Interest Current Status 
(MA) physiology 
Palliser, Helen L. (MA) 1905-1906 Columbia USA Mycology  
Robinson, Charles Budd 
(PhD) 

1903-1906 Columbia Canada The Chareae of North 
America 

 

Kupfer, Elsie M. (PhD) 1901-1907 Columbia Germany Plant physiology  
Anderson, Mary Perle 
(MA) 

1906-1908 Columbia USA Ferns of Japan  

Brandenburg, Ellen 
Klapp (MA) 

1906-1908 Columbia USA Botany mycology  

Burlingham, Gertrude 
Simmons (PhD) 

1905-1908 Columbia USA Taxonomy of Agaricaceae; 
plant physiology 

 

Darling, Chester Arthur 
(PhD) 

1905-1908 Columbia USA Cytology; plant physiology  

House, Homer Doliver 
(PhD) 

1905-1908 Columbia USA The North American species 
of the genus Ipomoea 

 

Robinson, Winfred 
Josephine (PhD) 

1906-1908 Columbia USA Pteridophytes of Hawaii  

Abrams, Le Roy (PhD) 1905-1910 Columbia USA Phytogeography of southern 
California 

 

Barrett, Mary Franklin 
(MA) 

1909-1910 Columbia USA Taxonomy of fungi  

Clark, Ernest Dunbar 
(PhD) 

1905-1910 Columbia USA The plant oxidases  

Middleton, Florence 
(MA) 

1909-1910 Columbia USA Botany morphology of 
Saponaria 

 

Picard, Maurice (MA) 1909-1910 Columbia USA Hibiscus cytology  
Rose, Anton Richard 
(PhD) 

1906-1910 Columbia USA Biological chemistry and its 
relation to animal nutrition 

 

Schwarze, Carl Alois 
(PhD) 

1906-1910 Columbia USA Parasitic fungi of New Jersey  
 
 

Topp, Emily Philippina 
(MA) 

1909-1910 Columbia USA Variegation in Miscanthus  



Name Date of Attendance University Nationality Area of Interest Current Status 
Hare, Raleigh Frederick 
(PhD) 

1907-1911 Columbia USA Carbohydrates of the prickly 
pear and its fruits 

 

Kern, Frank Dunn (PhD) 1907-1911 Columbia USA Taxonomic study of the 
genus Gymnosporangium 

 

Benedict, Ralph Curtis 
(PhD) 

1908-1911 Columbia USA Pteridophyte taxonomy 
especially Nephrolepis 

 

Liebovitz, Sidney (MA) 1910-1911 Columbia USA Phytochemistry  
Bristol, Warren E. (MA) 1911-1912 Columbia USA A key to the starches of the 

drug plants 
 

Dodge, Bernard Ogilvie 
(PhD) 

1908-1912 Columbia USA Morphology and taxonomy 
of Ascobolaceae 

 

Stout, Arlow Burdette 
(PhD) 

1911-1912 Columbia USA Flowering behavior of 
Persea, Hemerocallis, and 
Coleus 

 

Tang, Young-Lee (MA) 1911-1912 Columbia China No record  
Womack, Mary-Douglas 
(MA) 

1911-1912 Columbia USA Bacteriology, 
phytopathology, mycology 

 

Burr, Freeman Foster 
(MA) 

1912-1913 Columbia USA Geology, general botany  

Fraser, Allen Cameron 
(PhD) 

1909-1913 Columbia USA Avena genetics  

Fromme, Fred Denton 
(PhD) 

1910-1913 Columbia USA Uredineae morphology and 
cytology 

 

Mook, Charles (PhD) 1910-1913 Columbia USA Paleobotany  
Reid, Katherine Willess 
(MA) 

1912-1913 Columbia USA Variegation in Abutilon  

Umaceny, Lillian A. 
(Tenopyr) (MA) 

1912-1913 Columbia USA Relation of the cell shape to 
organ shape 

 

Jud, Friedolina C. (MA) 1912-1913 Columbia USA Study of silicified wood from 
the Western United States 

 
 

Kelly, James P. (MA) 1912-1914 Columbia USA Ferns and flowering plants of 
Pennsylvania 

 

Kennerly, Martha Mason 1914-1915 Columbia USA Effect of road treatments on  



Name Date of Attendance University Nationality Area of Interest Current Status 
(MA) plant growth 
Muller, Theodore (MA) 1914-1915 Columbia Germany Fiber plants of the 

Philippines 
 

Stewart, Eleanor Grace 
(MA) 

1914-1915 Columbia USA Cactus cytology  

Stowell, Willard Allen 
(MA) 

1914-1915 Columbia USA Genetics, cytology  

Altenburg, Edgar (PhD) 1912-1916 Columbia USA Linkage in Primula sinensis  
Darrow, Isabelle C. 
(MA) 

1915-1916 Columbia USA Genetics, cytology  

Graff, Paul W. (MA) 1915-1916 Columbia USA Anatomy of Erythronium 
americanum 

 

Stevenson, Florence 
(Berman) (MA) 

1915-1916 Columbia USA No record  

Stewart, Ralph R. (PhD) 1914-1916 Columbia USA Flora of Pakistan and Tibet  
Hazen, Elizabeth (MA) 1916-1917 Columbia USA Laboratory identification of 

pathogenic fungi 
 

Coker, Dorothy (MA) 1916-1917 Columbia USA Revision of Encalypta  
Taistra, Sophie Amy 
(MA) 

1915-1917 Columbia Austria Genetics, cytology  

Adams, James Fowler 
(PhD) 

1914-1918 Columbia USA Developmental biology of 
conifer rusts 

 

Nishimura, Makoto 
(PhD) 

1914-1920 Columbia Japan Algae  

Raines, Morris Abel 
(PhD) 

1915-1920 Columbia USA Rust diseases of higher plants  

Rand, Frederick V. 
(PhD) 

1915-1920 Columbia USA Vermont shrubs and woody 
vines 

 
 
 

Thomas, Harvey Earl 
(PhD) 

1916-1920 Columbia USA Phytopathology of apples and 
tobacco 

 

Findlay, Hugh (MA) 1919-1921 Columbia Scotland No record  
Hastings, George T. 1920-1921 Columbia USA Trees of Santa Monica,  



Name Date of Attendance University Nationality Area of Interest Current Status 
(MA) California 
Orton, Clayton Roberts 
(PhD) 

1916-1924 Columbia USA Seed borne diseases; genus 
Phyllachora 

 

Cover, Louise (MA) 1923-1925 Columbia USA Plant breeding and 
propagation 

 

Degener, Otto (MA) 1924-1925 Columbia Germany Ferns and flowering plants of 
Hawaii 

 

Moore, Clarence E. 
(PhD) 

1920-1925 Columbia USA Plant morphology  

Ballard, Charles William 
(PhD) 

1921-1926 Columbia USA Structural variations in 
Erythroxylon leaves 

 

Jacot, Arthur P. (MA) 1925-1926 Columbia USA Botany of North America  
Janiger, Oscar (MA) 1925-1926 Columbia USA Botany of North America  
Stauffer, John (PhD) 1921-1926 Columbia USA Chemical engineering  
Wodehouse, Roger Philip 
(PhD) 

1924-1926 Columbia USA Phylogenetic value of pollen 
grains 

 

Krauss, Gertrude H. 
(MA) 

1926-1927 Columbia USA Natural sciences teaching  

Godlatte, Amelia R. 
(PhD) 

1926-1928 Columbia USA Botany of North America  

Nixon, Ernst Leland 
(PhD) 

1915-1928 Columbia USA The effects of Bacillus 
amylovorus on its host 

 

Schreiner, Ernst J. (PhD) 1925-1928 Columbia USA Guatemalan Cinchona  
Wittrock, Gus (MA) 1925-1928 Columbia USA Fruit trees and ornamentals  
Bowers, Clement G. 
(PhD) 

1926-1930 Columbia USA Rhododendron taxonomy  

Bonisteel, William J. 
(PhD) 

1928-1931 Columbia USA Plant breeding  

Barrows, Florence L. 
(PhD) 

1928-1932 Columbia USA Propagation of Lycopodium 
spores 

 

Velasquez, Josefa (MA) 1931-1932 Columbia Puerto Rico Mycology  
Smith, Albert C. (PhD) 1926-1933 Columbia USA Hippocrateaceae, 

Myristicaceae, and 
 



Name Date of Attendance University Nationality Area of Interest Current Status 
Degeneriaceae 

Keur, John Yak (PhD) 1928-1933 Columbia Holland Viral diseases in Abutillon  
 

Aronescu, Alicia (PhD) 1931-1934 Columbia Rumania Spore germination in 
Diplocarpon 

 

Moldenke, Harold N. 
(PhD) 

1929-1934 Columbia USA A monograph of the genus 
Aegiphila 

 

Fulling, Edmund H. 
(PhD) 

1929-1935 Columbia USA Gymnosperm systematics  

Core, Earl S. (PhD) 1929-1936 Columbia USA Flora of the Erie Islands  
Whaley, W. Gordon 
(PhD) 

1937-1939 Columbia USA Taraxacum systematics  

Chandler, Florence Clyde 
(PhD) 

1937-1940 Columbia USA Microsporogenesis of 
Hemerocallis fulva 

 

Kavanagh, Frederick 
(PhD) 

1938-1940 Columbia USA Analytical microbiology  

Dwyer, John Duncan 
(PhD) 

1938-1941 Fordham USA American species of the 
Luxemburgieae (Ochnaceae) 

 

Zajdel, Adam M. (MA) 1940-1942 Columbia USA A study of the North 
American beech 

 

Hanson, Anne M. (PhD) 1938-1943 Columbia USA Developmental and 
cytological study of 
Chytridineae 

 

Hulbary, Robert Louis 
(PhD) 

1943-1944 Columbia USA Morphology of Elodea and 
Ailanthus 

 

Metzner, Jerome (PhD) 1937-1944 Columbia USA A morphological and 
cytological study of Volvox 

 

Birdsey, Monroe R. 
(MA) 

1946-1947 Columbia USA The cultivated aroids  

Hervey, Annette (PhD) 1942-1947 Columbia USA Basidiomycete antibacterial 
activity 

 

Sullivan, Thomas D. 
(PhD) 

1942-1947 Fordham USA Somatic chromosomes of 
pedigreed hybrid petunias 

 



Name Date of Attendance University Nationality Area of Interest Current Status 
Ajello, Libero (PhD) 1943-1948 Columbia USA Cytology and nutrition of 

Polychytrium aggregatum 
 

Reicher, Helen 
(Vishniac) (PhD) 

1944-1949 Columbia USA No record  

Yousef, Hassan (PhD) 1944-1949 Columbia Egypt Metabolites of 
Hymenomycetes 

 

Bjornsen, Ida (MA)  1951-1952 Columbia Denmark No record  
Cowan, Richard S. (PhD) 1948-1952 Columbia USA Revision of the genus 

Macrolobium (Leguminosae) 
 

Wurdack, John J. (PhD) 1949-1952 Columbia USA Revision of Brachyotum 
(Melastomataceae) 

 

Bogin, Clifford (PhD) 1949-1953 Columbia USA Revision of the genus 
Sagittaria (Alismataceae) 

 

Joseph, T.C. (PhD) 1950-1952 Fordham USA Fungal and bacterial 
inhibition of crown rot 

 

Aristeguieta, Leandro 
(MA) 

1952-1954 Columbia Venezuela Ornamental trees of 
Venezuela 

 

Ehrle, Elwood B. (MA) 1954-1955 Columbia USA The bryoflora of the Genesee 
County, New York 

 

Pérez, Elena (MA) 1953-1955 Columbia Puerto Rico Flora of Puerto Rico  
Bunting, George (PhD) 1952-1958 Columbia USA A revision of the genus 

Spathiphyllum (Araceae) 
 

Eiten, George (PhD) 1951-1958 Columbia USA Regional variation of Oxalis 
section Corniculatae 

 

Andrews, Lucia M. (MA) 1957-1960 Columbia USA Bronxville gardens  
 

Barkley, Theodore 
Mitchell (PhD) 

1957-1960 Columbia USA A revision of Senecio aureus 
and allied species 

 

Manos-Hodge, Georgia 
Evangeline (PhD) 

1957-1961 Fordham USA Tip growth of Pisum sativum  

Kuwahara, Yukinobu 
(PhD) 

1960-1964 Columbia Japan Neotropical Metzgeriaceae  

Shulz, Sister Patricia 1963-1965 Fordham USA Germination of Phacelia  



Name Date of Attendance University Nationality Area of Interest Current Status 
(MS) tanacetifolia 
Canham, Susan (Carey) 
(PhD) 

1961-1966 Columbia USA Taxonomy and morphology 
of Hypocrea citrina 

 

Carroll, Eileen 
(Schofield) (MA) 

1964-1966 Columbia USA Petiole anatomy of the 
Guttiferae and related 
families 

 

Heyman, Arthur (PhD) 1963-1966 Columbia USA Peasant agriculture in the 
Guyana Highlands 

 

Knight, Frank (MA) 1964-1966 Columbia USA Ecology  
LaFrance, Charles (MA) 1964-1966 Columbia USA No record  
Jones, Gayle C. (MA) 1965-1967 Columbia USA Flora of Santo Domingo  
Long, Sharon (MA) 1963-1967 Columbia USA Saltmarsh ecology  
Robichaud, Beryl (MA) 1966-1967 Columbia USA Plant communities and 

vegetation of New Jersey 
 

Achuff, Peter (MA) 1966-1968 Columbia USA No record  
Grear, John W. (PhD) 1964-1968 Columbia USA Revision of Eriosema 

(Leguminosae) 
 

Holmgren, Noel H. 
(PhD) 

1962-1968 Columbia USA A taxonomic revision of the 
Castilleja viscidula group 

New York Botanical 
Garden 
 

Johnson, Hyrum B. 
(PhD) 

1962-1968 Columbia USA Pubescence as a structural 
feature of vegetation 

 

Kopp, Lucille (Blum) 
(PhD) 

1951-1968 Columbia USA Revision of the genus Persea 
(Lauraceae) 

 
 
 

Whittier, Henry O.   
(PhD)† 

1962-1968 Columbia USA Mosses of the Society Islands University of Central 
Florida 

Wile, Lenore (May) 
(PhD ’81 Fordham) 

1967-1968 CUNY* USA The genus Salvinia, its 
biology, control, and 
utilization 

 

Smith, Gary Lane (PhD) 1964-1969 Columbia USA Conspectus of the genera of 
Polytrichaceae (Bryophyta) 

 

Whiffin, Trevor (PhD 1968-1969 CUNY USA Australian flora  



Name Date of Attendance University Nationality Area of Interest Current Status 
UT)  

 
Gentry, Johnnie Lee 
(PhD) 

1966-1970 Columbia USA Revision of Hackelia 
(Boraginaceae) 

 

Doyle, Anna Frances 
(PhD) 

1967-1971 Columbia Ireland Chemosystematics of Nectria 
(Ascomycetes, Hypocreales) 

 

Liew, Fah Seong (PhD) 1967-1971 Columbia Malaysia Vascular plants, especially 
Pteridophytes 

 

Samuels, Gary J. (PhD) 1966-1971 Columbia USA Taxonomy of Nectriopsis 
(Hypocreales) 

USDA Agriculture 
Research Service, 
Beltsville, MD 

Forero, Enrique (PhD) 1966-1972 CUNY Colombia Connaraceae and Fabaceae 
systematics 

Universidad Nacional de 
Colombia, Bogotá 

Agostini, Getulio (PhD) 1967-1972 CUNY Venezuela Cybianthus section 
Conomorpha (Myrsinaceae) 

 

Votava, Frank Victor 
(PhD) 

1968-1973 Columbia USA Revision of the genus 
Thouinia (Sapindaceae) 

 

Fay, John J. (PhD) 1968-1974 CUNY USA Revision of Perymenium 
(Asteraceae-Heliantheae) 

 

Kirkbride, Joseph H. 
(PhD) 

1971-1975 CUNY USA A revision of the genus 
Declieuxia (Rubiaceae) 

Research Botanist, United 
States National Arboretum 

Lleras, Eduardo (PhD)† 1971-1975 CUNY Colombia A preliminary monograph of 
the family Trigoniaceae 

 
 
 

Marttala, Vernon (PhD) 1971-1975 CUNY USA Study of Romanzoffia 
(Primulaceae) 

 

Smith, Sharon (PhD) 1964-1975 Columbia USA Ecology of the alpine area in 
the Adirondack Mountains 

 

Lekagul, Thep (MA) 1975-1976 CUNY Thailand Genera of the Fagaceae  
Becker, Kenneth (PhD) 1971-1977 CUNY USA Comparison of Angiosperm 

classification systems 
 

Garcia, Cristina 
(Kirkbride) (MA) 

1973-1977 CUNY Colombia Review of the Neotropical 
Isertia (Rubiaceae) 

Kirkbride Consulting, 
Silver Spring Maryland 



Name Date of Attendance University Nationality Area of Interest Current Status 
Coradin, Lidio (MA) 1976-1979 CUNY Brazil A chemotaxonomic study of 

Parinari 
 
 
 

Carpenter, Steven E. 
(PhD) 

1976-1980 CUNY USA Revision of Crocicreas 
(Discomycetes, Helotiales) 

Returned to Corvallis in 
1980, worked with USDA 
and on various NSF funded 
projects. MSA obituary. 

Delendick, Thomas 
Joseph (PhD)† 

1975-1981 CUNY USA A systematic review of the 
Aceraceae 

 

Balslev, Henrik (PhD) 1978-1982 CUNY Denmark A systematic monograph of 
the neotropical Juncaceae 

University of Aarhus, 
Denmark 

Lumer, Cecile (PhD) 1977-1982 CUNY USA Pollination of Blakea and 
Topobea (Melastomataceae) 

 

Atehortúa, Luciá (PhD) 1978-1983 CUNY Colombia Elaphoglossum spodum 
complex (Elaphoglossaceae) 

Universidad de Antioquia, 
Medellín, Colombia 

Boom, Brian M. (PhD) 1980-1983 CUNY USA Systematics of Isertieae 
(Rubiaceae) 

New York Botanical 
Garden 

Ertter, Barbara (PhD) 1978-1983 CUNY USA Juncus triformis complex 
(Juncaceae) 

University of California, 
Berkeley 

Clemants, Steven Earl 
(PhD)† 

1981-1984 CUNY USA Revision of the genus Befaria 
(Ericaceae) 

Brooklyn Botanical Garden 

Jayasuriya, Anthony 
H.M. (PhD) 

1981-1984 CUNY Sri Lanka Revision of the genus 
Dioscorea (Dioscoreaceae) 

National Herbarium, 
Perideniya, Sri Lanka 

Kay, Lou Ellen (PhD) 1969-1984 CUNY USA Isoperoxidases in epidermal 
explants of tobacco 

 

Keel, Shirley Heiu-
chunKuo (PhD) 

1976-1984 CUNY China Revision of the genus 
Salpichroa (Solanaceae) 

 

Yost, Susan (PhD) 1980-1984 CUNY USA Habitat partitioning in Viola 
sororia and V. fimbriatula 

 

Callejas, Ricardo (PhD) 1982-1986 CUNY Colombia Revision of Piper subgenus 
Ottonia (Piperaceae) 

Universidad de Antioquia, 
Medellín, Colombia 

Pipoly III, John (PhD) 1982-1986 CUNY USA Revision of the genus 
Cybianthus (Myrsinaceae) 

Florida State Agriculture 
Department 

https://msafungi.org/in-memoriam-steven-e-carpenter-1951-june-9-2020/


Name Date of Attendance University Nationality Area of Interest Current Status 
 

Daly, Douglas C. (PhD) 1979-1987 CUNY USA Taxonomic revision of 
Protium 

New York Botanical 
Garden 

Henderson, Andrew 
(PhD) 

1982-1987 CUNY England Systematic studies in the 
Iriarteinae (Palmae; 
Arecoideae) 

New York Botanical 
Garden 

Brako, Lois (PhD) 1982-1987 CUNY USA The lichen genus Phyllopsora 
(Bacidiaceae) 

Assistant Vice President 
for Research–Regulatory 
and Compliance 
Oversight, University of 
Michigan (retired) 

Sastre-De Jesús, Inéz 
(PhD) 

1982-1987 CUNY Puerto Rico Neotropical Neckeraceae and 
Thamnobryaceae 

 

Mena V., Patricio (MA) 1985-1987 CUNY Ecuador Revision of Arcytophyllum 
(Rubiaceae, Hedyotidae) 

Asesor Técnico, Proyecto 
Páramo Andino-Ecuador, 
EcoCiencia, Quito, 
Ecuador 
(Investigador, traductor, 
editor, periodista 
independiente) 

King, Steven R. (PhD) 1984-1988 CUNY USA Economic botany of the 
Andean tuber crop complex 

Pharmaceutical Industry 

Churchill, Steven P. 
(PhD) 

1984-1988 CUNY USA Revision of Lepidopilum 
(Callicostaceae) 

Missouri Botanical Garden, 
Bolivian Program Director 
 

Acevedo-Rodríguez, 
Pedro (PhD) 

1983-1989 CUNY Puerto Rico Serjania section Platycoccus 
(Sapindaceae) systematics 

Botany Dept., NMNH, 
Smithsonian Institution 

Frame, Dawn (PhD) 1985-1990 CUNY USA A revision of Schoenocaulon 
(Liliaceae-Melanthieae) 

Herbarium of the Muséum 
national d'histoire 
naturelle, Paris 

Nanakorn, Weerachai 
(PhD) 

1986-1990 CUNY Thailand Cytology and anatomy of 
Thailand grass species 

(Koyama student) 



Name Date of Attendance University Nationality Area of Interest Current Status 
Tsou, Chih-Hua (PhD) 1986-1990 CUNY Taiwan Embryology of 

Lecythidaceae 
Biodiversity Research 
Center, Academia Sinica, 
Taipei, Taiwan 
 
 

Beck, Hans T. (PhD) 1985-1991 CUNY USA Taxonomy and economic 
botany of Paullinia 

Northern Illinois 
University (previous); 
High School Teacher 

Lamont, Eric (PhD) 1985-1991 CUNY USA Eupatorium section 
Verticillata (Asteraceae) 
Taxonomy 

High School Teacher 
(retired) 

Lowen, Rosalind (PhD) 1987-1991 CUNY USA The genera Nectriella and 
Pronectria (Asocomycetes) 

Industry 

Williams, David E. 
(PhD) 

1986-1991 CUNY USA Arachis genetic diversity Colombia, Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural 
Development 

Kawasaki, María-Lucia 
(PhD) 

1988-1992 CUNY Brazil Systematics of Erisma 
(Vochysiaceae) 

Field Museum of Natural 
History 

Nagai, Ikue (Hasegawa) 
(PhD) 

1988-1992 CUNY Japan Molecular systematics of 
Cimicifugeae 
(Ranunculaceae) 

 

Rodríguez, Katia F. 
(PhD) 

1987-1992 CUNY Brazil Endophytic fungi in Euterpe 
oleracea 

 

Shen, Chung-Fu (PhD) 1988-1992 CUNY China A monograph of the genus 
Fagus (Fagaceae) 

 

Franco, Ana Esperanza 
(PhD) 

1987-1993 CUNY Colombia The genus Lepiota in 
Colombia 

Universidad de Antioquia, 
Medellín, Colombia 

Kisseadoo, Samuel 
(PhD) 

1986-1993 CUNY Ghana Ecology of Bobiri Forest, 
Ghana 

Republic of Ghana 
(government employee) 

Morton, Cynthia M. 
(PhD) 

1990-1994 CUNY USA Pollen and wood morphology 
of the Ebenaceae 

Curator of Botany, 
Carnegie Museum, 
Pittsburg 

Karty, Richard (MS) 1994-1997 NYU   Ph.D. Yale, 2005 



Name Date of Attendance University Nationality Area of Interest Current Status 
Arbelaez, Alba (MS) 1989-1995 CUNY Colombia Ferns of Colombia Missouri Botanical Garden 

(Bolivia) 
Valdespino Quintero, 
Iván (PhD) 

1988-1995 CUNY Panama Revision of Selaginella 
subgenus Heterostachys in 
Central and South America 

Universidad de Panamá 

Griscom, Bronson (MS) 1993-1996 NYU USA Plant Population Genetics Ph.D. Yale, 2003 
Pinheiro, Claudio (PhD) 1992-1997 CUNY Brazil Systematic and 

agroecological studies of 
palms in the Attaleinae 
complex 

Professor, School of Social 
Sciences and History, 
Getulio Vargas foundation; 
Coordinator, SEPHIS 
(South-South Exchange 
Programme for Research 
on the History of 
Development 

Wiesen, Anne (MS) 1995-1997 NYU USA Ethnobotany  
Zima, Alejandro (MA) 1995-1997 Columbia USA Urban ethnobotany  
Alexiades, Miguel (PhD) 1990-1998 CUNY France Ethnobotany of the Ese-eja University of Kent 
Berkov, Amy (PhD) 1992-1998 CUNY USA Neotropical cerambycid 

beetles and their 
Lecythidaceae hosts 

Professor, City College, 
New York 

Garrison (Hanks), Judy 
(PhD) 

1992-1998 CUNY USA A monograph of the fern 
genus Lygodium 

Marymount Manhattan 
College 
 

González, Favio (PhD) 1994-1998 CUNY Colombia Phylogeny of Aristolochia Professor, Departamento 
de Biología, Universidad 
Nacional de Colombia, 
Bogotá 

†Colella, Miriam (PhD) 1987-1999 CUNY Venezuela Systematic placement of the 
Rapateaceae 

Hostos Community 
College 

Pepper, Anita (MS) 1995-1997 NYU USA Plant Systematics Ph.D., 2003, NYU; 
Executive Director, Jane 
Coffin Child’s Fund, 
Philadelphia 



Name Date of Attendance University Nationality Area of Interest Current Status 
Layne, Josh (MS) 1995-1999 NYU USA Molecular Biology Silicon Valley software 

company 
Birnbaum, Kenneth 
(PhD) 

1994-2000 NYU USA Modeling crop genetic 
diversity on avocado farms 

Professor, New York 
University 

†Ramirez-Sosa, Carlos 
(PhD) 

1996-2000 CUNY El Salvador Vegetation of a subtropical 
pre-montane moist forest in 
Central America 

 

Ferreira, Evandro (PhD) 1997-2001 CUNY Brazil Phylogenetic study of Bactris 
based on anatomy 

INPA, Acre, Brazil 

Hardy, Christopher Ross 
(PhD) 

1995-2001 Cornell USA Systematics of Cochliostema, 
Geogenanthus, and an 
undescribed genus 
(spiderwort family) 
Commelinaceae 

Professor and Herbarium 
Curator, Millersville 
University, Pennsylvania 

Marin, Cesar (MA) 2000-2001 CUNY Colombia Colombian medicinal plants  
Litt, Amy (PhD) 1993-1999 CUNY USA Floral morphology and 

phylogeny of Vochysia 
University of California, 
Riverside 

Smith, Una P. (PhD) 1992-2000 Yale USA “Palaeoaster (Papaveraceae), 
the Cretaceous poppy 

Los Alamos National 
Laboratory 
 
 

Gomez-Beloz, Alfredo 
(PhD) 

2001 CUNY USA A quantitative approach to 
ethnobotany: the selection 
and assessment of a wound 
healing plant, Ohoru 
(Symphonia globulifera L.F.) 
used by the Winikina Warao 
of the Orinoco River Delta, 
Venezuela 

Professor, Department of 
Environmental Science and 
Studies, De Paul 
University 

Areces-Mallea, Alberto 
(PhD) 

1994-2002 CUNY Cuba A monograph of Leptocereus 
(Cactaceae) 

Director, Luis Muñoz 
Martin Botanical Gardens, 
San Juan, Puerto Rico 

Costello, Anne Marie 2002 NYU USA Systematics and High School Teacher 



Name Date of Attendance University Nationality Area of Interest Current Status 
(PhD) biogeography Tetraplesandra 

(Araliaceae) 
(Long Island) 

Cortés, Rocio (PhD) 2002 CUNY Colombia Systematics and Anatomy of 
Retiniphyllum (Rubiaceae) 

Professor, Departamento 
de Ciencias Forestales, 
Universidad Distrital, 
Bogotá, Colombia 

Henderson (Chavez), 
Flor (PhD) 

2003 CUNY Peru Morphological, Anatomical 
and Phylogenetic Study of 
Palm Germination and 
Seedlings 

Hostos Community 
College 

Cross, Hugh (PhD) 2003 Columbia USA Evolution, systematics, and 
domestication in Sechium 
(Cucurbitaceae) 

Norwegian Institute of 
Bioeconomy Research 
 

Griscom, Bronson (PhD) 2003 Yale USA Bamboo Control of Forest 
Succession: Guadua 
sarcocarpa in Lowland Terra 
Firme Rainforests of 
Southeastern Peru 

Vice President, Natural 
Climate Solutions, 
Conservation International 

Orozco, Olga (PhD) 2003 CUNY Peru Uses of poisonous plants in 
Cajamarca, Peru 

 

Majestyk, Piers (PhD) 2003 CUNY USA A revision of the moss genus 
Erythrodontium 
(Entodontaceae) 

 

Sears, Robin (PhD) 2003 Columbia USA Ecology and management of 
Calycophyllum spruceanum 
(Rubiaceae) on the Amazon 
floodplain: A model species 
for smallholder wood 
production 

Program Dean, The School 
for Field Studies, 
environmental study 
abroad programs, Salem, 
MA, USA 
www.fieldstudies.org 
(2007-) 

Zerega, Nyree (PhD) 2003 NYU USA Phylogenetic and Genome-
wide Analyses of Artocarpus 
(Moraceae): Implications for 

Director, Graduate Studies 
Program, Plant Biology 
and Conservation, 



Name Date of Attendance University Nationality Area of Interest Current Status 
the Systematics, Origins, 
Human-mediated Dispersal, 
and Conservation of 
Breadfruit 

Northwestern University & 
Chicago Botanic Garden 
 
 
 

Campbell, Lisa (PhD) 2004 CUNY USA Anatomy and Systematics of 
Xyridaceae, with special 
reference to Aratitiyopea 

 

Griscom, Heather (PhD) 2004 Yale USA Rehabilitation of a dry 
tropical forest ecosystem in a 
cattle pasture matrix in 
Western Panama 

Professor of Botany, 
Department of Botany, 
James Madison University, 
Harrisonburg, Virginia 

Martínez Barbosa, Nora 
(PhD) 

2004 CUNY Mexico Arabidopsis Mutants Used to 
Study the Effects of S(+)-
Beta-methyl-alpha, Beta-
Diaminopropionic Acid 
(BMAA), a Cycad-Derived 
Glutamate Receptor Agonist 

Sloan Kettering Institute 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ososki, Andreana (PhD) 2004 CUNY USA Ethnobotany of Rural and 
Urban Dominican Republic: 
Medicinal Plants, Women, 
and Health 

Co-director, Redwood 
Science Project, Cal Poly 
Humboldt 

Raz, Lauren (PhD) 1997-2004 NYU USA Systematics and 
Biogeography of West Indian 
Dioscoreaceae 

Universidad Nacional de 
Colombia, Bogotá 

Specht, Chelsea (PhD) 1997-2004 NYU USA Systematics and Evolution of 
the Tropical 
Monocotyledonous Family 
Costaceae (Zingiberales) 

Barbara McClintock 
Professor, Plant Biology 
Section, Cornell University 

Alvarez, Aida (PhD) 1999-2005 CUNY Ecuador Systematics of Gomphichis 
(Orchidaceae) 

 

Ehringhaus, Christiane 2000-2005 Yale Germany Analysis of land-use change Senior Sector Economist, 



Name Date of Attendance University Nationality Area of Interest Current Status 
(PhD) in the extractive reserves of 

southwestern Amazonia, 
Brazil: Are small-holder 
rubber tappers significantly 
contributing to deforestation? 

@KfW Development 
Bank, Frankfurt 

Karty, Richard (PhD) 1997-2005 Yale USA Ecology and Stand Dynamics 
of Riparian Forests Along 
Urban-Rural Gradients in the 
New Haven Area 

Environmental Scientist, 
GZA GeoEnvironmental; 
Blogger (richardkarty.org) 

Tuxill, John (PhD) 1998-2005 Yale USA Farmer Management of Crop 
Diversity in Lowland 
Swidden-Fallow Landscapes 
of Latin America: Responses 
to Agrarian Change and 
Implications for In Situ 
Conservation 

Assistant Professor, 
Fairhaven College of 
Interdisciplinary Studies, 
Western Washington 
University 
 
 
 
 

Velazquez Runk, Julie 
(PhD) 

1998-2005 Yale USA And the creator began to 
carve us of Cocobolo: 
Historical ecology of 
Wounaan forest use in 
eastern Panama 

Associate Professor, 
Department of 
Anthropology, University 
of Georgia 
 

Campos, Marina (PhD) 2006 Yale Brazil New Footprints in the Forest: 
Environmental Knowledge, 
Management Practices, and 
Social Mobilization among 
Colonos from the 
Transamazon Region 

Managing Director, Sall 
Family Foundation 

Khan, Sarah (PhD) 1997-2006 CUNY USA Ayurveda and Traditional 
Chinese Medicine for 
Treatment of Diabetes 
mellitus, Type 2 

sarahkhan.com: Migration 
of people, plants, and ideas 
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Sanchez-del Pino, Ivonne 
(PhD) 

2001-2006 CUNY Mexico Systematics of Tidestromia 
(Amaranthaceae) 

Investigador Titular B, 
CICY, Merida, Mexico 
 
 
 
 

Imbruce, Valerie (PhD) 2001-2006 CUNY USA Demand for Diversity: The 
Global Expansion of 
Chinatown’s Food System 

Director of Undergraduate 
Research Center, 
Binghampton University 

Xu, Chengyuan (PhD) 2006 Columbia USA Foliar dark respiration: 
scaling gas exchange 
characteristics and isotopic  
signals from leaf to canopy/ 
ecosystem level 

Senior Research Fellow, 
University of Sunshine, 
Coast Research Futures 
Project, Griffith University 
 

Amtoft, Anja (MA) 2002-2005 Lehman USA Systematics of 
Dermatocarpon 

Post Doctoral Researcher, 
University of Copenhagen 
 

Huang,Ya-Yi (MA) 2003-2005 Lehman Taiwan Systematics of Cariniana 
(Lecythidaceae) 

Ph.D., CUNY, 2010 

Huish, Ryan (MA) 2003-2005 Lehman USA  Ph.D., CUNY, 2009 
Arce, Javier (PhD) 2002-2006 Columbia  Reconstructing Amazonian 

Ecological Memory: How 
humans and rivers shape the 
Peruvian Amazon landscape 

Assistant Professor, 
Instituto de Investigaciones 
Interdisciplinarias, 
Universidad de Puerto Rico 
en Cayey, Cayey, Puerto 
Rico. 

Hawken, Iona (MF) 2002-2007 Yale USA Urbanization, land-use, and 
landscape transformation in 
Amazônia 

 

Martin, Claire (PhD) 2004-2007 Natural 
History 

Museum, Paris 

France Systematics of Leandra 
(Melastomataceae) 

Director of Scientific 
Collections, “La 
Bambouseraie de 
Prafrance” (France) 



Name Date of Attendance University Nationality Area of Interest Current Status 
Porter, Holly (PhD) 1998-2007 CUNY USA Thrips as Primary Pollinators 

of Sympatric Species of 
Chamaedorea (Arecaceae) in 
Belize 

Professor, Director of 
Environmental Science, 
LaGuardia Community 
College 

Neves, Maria Alice 
(PhD) 

2003-2007 CUNY Brazil Toward a revision of the 
genus Phylloporus 
(Boletaceae): systematics and 
phylogeny of species 

Assistant Professor, 
Universidade Federal de 
Santa Catarina, Brazil 
 

Pedraza, Paola (PhD) 2001-2007 CUNY Colombia Systematics and phylogeny 
of the Andean blueberry 
Disterigma (Ericaceae) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Steward, Angela (PhD) 2002-2007 CUNY USA Changing Lives, Changing 
Fields: Diversity in 
agriculture and economic 
strategies in two Caboclo 
communities in the 
Amazonian Estuary 

Assistant Professor, 
Federal University of Pará 
(UFPA), Brazil 

Bletter, Nat (PhD) 2008 CUNY USA Searching for new, effective 
plant medicines: a 
quantitative synthesis of 
Malian Malinké and Peruvian 
Asháninka medicinal 
ethnobotany, with a new 
theoretical phylogenetic 
framework 

Founder, Madre Chocolate, 
Honolulu, Hawaii 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sundue, Michael (PhD) 2003-2008 CUNY USA Phylogenetic studies of 
Terpsichore and Grammitid 

Edinburgh Botanical 
Garden 



Name Date of Attendance University Nationality Area of Interest Current Status 
ferns  

Osmundson, Todd (PhD) 2008 Columbia USA Systematic, biogeographical, 
and ecological perspectives 
on the diversity and 
conservation of microbial 
obligate symbionts, using my 
mycorrhizal boletes (fungi) 
as exemplar taxa 

University of Wisconsin, 
Stevens Point 

Coffey, Kevin (PhD) 2008 Columbia USA Agrodiversity in Southeast 
Asia 

Scientific Affairs Officer, 
Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs) Initiative in 
Asia and the Pacific 
 
 
 

Huish, Ryan (PhD) 2005-2009 CUNY USA The conservation and 
sustainable management of 
Santalum yasi (Sandalwood) 
in Fiji and Tonga: A 
combined ecological and 
genetic approach 

Professor, Biology 
Department, Hollins 
University, Roanoke, VA. 

Gordon, Jeffrey (PhD) 2009 Cornell USA Genomics of viral resistance 
in Tomato 

CEO and co-founder, 
AgSquared 

Torre, Jose Eduardo de la 
(PhD) 

2009 NYU Mexico Seed plant phylogenomics: 
Phylogeny, character support 
and structure-function 
inferences from a multigene 
analysis 

Instituto Nacional de 
Estadística y Geografía, 
Mexico 

Putzel, Louis (PhD) 2009 CUNY USA The tree that held up the 
forest: Shihuahuaco 
(Dipteryx spp.) and the 
Chinese timber trade 

Research Associate, 
CIFOR (Center for 
International Forestry 
Research), Bogor, 
Indonesia 



Name Date of Attendance University Nationality Area of Interest Current Status 
Vasco, Alejandra (PhD)  2004-2010 CUNY Colombia A systematic study of 

Elaphoglossum subsect. 
Muscosa 

Research Botanist, 
Botanical Research 
Institute of Texas 

Huang, Ya-Yi (PhD) 2005-2010 CUNY Taiwan Systematics of 
Lecythidoideae 
(Lecythidaceae): with 
emphasis on Bertholletia, 
Corythophora, Eschweilera, 
and Lecythis 

Academica Sinica, Taiwan 

Ahmed, Selena (PhD) 2004-2010 CUNY USA Biocultural Diversity and 
Intensification of Tea Agri-
Ecosystems in Yunnan, 
China 

Sustainable Energy and 
Bioenergy Systems 
Program, Montana State 
University 
 

Ganzhorn, Seth (MS) 2008-2010 Fordham USA Genetic Diversity of 
Manilkara maxima 
(Sapotaceae) in Brazil 

PhD, Fordham, 2014 

Geiselman, Cullen (PhD) 2010 Columbia USA Diet and reproduction of 
sympatric nectar-feeding bat 
species 
(Chiroptera: Phyllostomidae) 
in French Guiana 

Bat Conservation 
International and 
Rainforest Trust 

Piotto, Daniel (PhD) 2006-2011 Yale Brazil Spatial dynamics of forest 
recovery after swidden 
cultivation in the Atlantic 
forest of southern Bahia, 
Brazil 

Dean, Universidade 
Federal do Sul da Bahia, 
Brazil (UFSB) 

Roberts, Andrew (PhD) 2011 CUNY USA Phytosociology, Landscape 
History and Livelihood 
Diversity in Farmer-Managed 
Landscapes on the Tonle Sap 
Floodplain, Cambodia 

Data Scientist, The 
Emergent Farm LLC, 
Kensington, New 
Hampshire 

Jeanson, Marc (PhD) 2007-2011 Mus. Nat. Hist. France Systematics and evolution of Curator, Natural History 



Name Date of Attendance University Nationality Area of Interest Current Status 
Paris the Caryoteae (Palmae) Museum, Paris 

 
 

Yu, Sophie (PhD) 2011 CUNY Taiwan Modeling tree growth and 
seedling recruitment in a 
selectively logged temperate 
forest 

 

McGinty, Meghan (PhD) 2006-2011 Columbia USA Ecology of Brazilian Atlantic 
Coastal forests 

Environmental Consultant, 
Cultivate Nature, Great 
Falls, VA 
 
 
 

Lendemer, James (PhD) 2007-2012 CUNY USA Lichen taxonomy for the 21st 
century: a revision of 
Lepraria s.l. leads to new 
perspectives in species 
delimitation and the 
evolution of asexual 
reproduction in the lichen 
forming fungi 

Associate Curator, New 
York Botanical Garden 

Pabon Mora, Natalia 
(PhD) 

2006-2012 CUNY Colombia Functional evolution of the 
AP1/FUL gene lineage in 
non-core eudicot plants 

Professor, Universidad de 
Antioquia, Medellín, 
Colombia 

McClelland, Donald 
(PhD) 

2004-2012 CUNY USA Systematics and Taxonomy 
of Solanum sections 
Dunaliana and Irenosolanum 
(Solanaceae) 

Assistant Professor of 
Environmental Science, 
Bard College of Simon’s 
Rock 

Meyer, Rachel (PhD) 2006-2012 CUNY USA Chemical, genetic, and 
ethnobotanical diversity in 
Asian eggplant 

Adjunct Assistant 
Professor, University of 
California, Santa Cruz 

Doyle, Vinson (PhD)  2005-2012 CUNY USA Colletotrichum 
gloeosporioides s.l. in North 

Associate Professor, 
Louisiana State University 



Name Date of Attendance University Nationality Area of Interest Current Status 
America: Sex, host, and 
habitat-mediated diversity in 
a plant-associated 
ascomycete 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Federman, Sarah (MFS) 2010-2012 Yale USA Gene flow and dispersal of 
moriche (Mauritia flexuosa) 
among palm swamps in 
western Amazonia: 
implications for 
biogeography and habitat 
fragmentation 

Director of Landscape 
Decarbonization, Carbon 
Direct, New York City 

Martin, Meredith (MFS) 2010-2012 Yale  USA Resilience of a Wild Camu 
Camu Population (Myrciaria 
dubia) in the 
Peruvian Amazon After 25 
Years of Harvest 

PhD Yale, 2019 

Craven, Dylan (PhD) 2007-2012 Yale USA Functional diversity of 
secondary succession plant 
communities within a tropical 
agricultural landscape in the 
Republic of Panama 

Center for Ecosystem 
Modeling and Monitoring, 
Universidad Mayor, 
Santiago, Chile 

Offringa, Lisa (PhD) 2006-2013 CUNY USA Medicinal Plants of Northern 
Thailand Used by Traditional 
Healers to Treat Mild 
Cognitive Impairment in the 

Applied Research Scientist, 
BotaniCulture 



Name Date of Attendance University Nationality Area of Interest Current Status 
Elderly 

De Gezelle, Jillian (PhD) 2005-2013 CUNY USA Q’eqchi’ Maya Reproductive 
Ethnomedicine, Estrogenic 
Plant Use, and Women’s 
Healing Traditions in Belize 

Teaching Professor, North 
Carolina State University 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kriebel, Ricardo (PhD) 2008-2014 CUNY USA/Costa 
Rica 

Phylogeny, taxonomy and 
morphological 
evolution in Conostegia 
(Melastomataceae: 
Miconieae) 

 
 

Kulakowski, Dan (PhD) 2008-2014 CUNY USA An ethnobotanical, ecological 
and LC-MS-based 
chemometric investigation of 
Phaleria nisidai, a traditional 
adaptogen containing 
diterpene esters from Palau, 
Micronesia 

Laboratory Director, Green 
Analytics, Columbia, MD 

Perez, William (PhD) 2006-2014 CUNY USA A systematic revision of the 
freshwater green algal genus 
Tolypella 

United States Department 
of Agriculture, APHIS 
(NYC) 

Osterhoudt, Sarah (PhD) 2007-2014 Yale USA The Forest in the Field: The 
Cultural Dimensions of 
Agroforestry Landscapes in 
Madagascar 

Associate Professor, 
Anthropology Department, 
Indiana University 

Kitalong, Chris (PhD) 2006-2014 CUNY Palau Ethnomedical, Ecological 
and Phytochemical Studies of 
the Palauan Flora 

Palau Community College 
and Palau Ministry of 
Health 



Name Date of Attendance University Nationality Area of Interest Current Status 
Wang, Xian (PhD) 2014  Fordham USA Phylogenetic study of 

geographically and 
environmentally diverse 
populations of freshwater 
brown algae 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ganzhorn, Seth (PhD) 2010-2014 Fordham USA Reproduction, recruitment, 
and genetic diversity of the 
threatened tree species 
Manilkara maxima T.D. 
Penn.: An economically and 
ecologically important tree 
species from the biodiversity 
hotspot of southern Bahia, 
Brazil 
 

Oregon State University – 
Cascades, Bend 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reginato, Marcelo (PhD) 2009-2014  CUNY Brazil Systematics of Leandra sensu 
stricto (Melastomataceae, 
Miconieae) 

Universidade Estadual de 
Campinas (Unicamp), 
Brazil 
 

Salinas, Nelson (PhD) 2009-2014 CUNY Colombia Systematics and 
biogeography of Orthaea 
(Vaccinieae: Ericaceae) 

Postdoctoral Fellow, New 
York Botanical Garden 

Hooper, Elaine (PhD) 2014 Yale USA Effects of seed dispersal on 
tropical forest regeneration, 
and the use of multivariate 
analysis to characterize 
species interrelationships in 
highly diverse tropical 
ecosystems 

Affiliated Scholar, The 
Urban Institute, 
Washington, DC 

Diaz-Silveira (MS), 2014-2015 NYU USA  Science Teacher, Dwight-



Name Date of Attendance University Nationality Area of Interest Current Status 
Genelle Englewood School 
Aguirre, Julian Aguirre 
(PhD) 

2010-2015 CUNY Colombia Systematics, evolution, and 
biogeography of the 
Ronnbergia clade 
(Bromeliaceae) 

Assistant Curator, Missouri 
Botanical Garden 
 
 
 
 

Matos, Fernando (PhD) 2010-2015 CUNY Brazil Taxonomic revision and 
phylogenetic analysis of 
Elaphoglossum section 
Polytrichia 
(Dryopteridaceae) 

Researcher, Centro de 
Referência em Informação 
Ambiental (CRIA), Brazil 

Cavaliere, Dario (MA) 2014-2016 Lehman USA Phylogenetic relationships of 
Martyniaceae 

Global Product Manager, 
Pentax Medical 

Stoike, Jeffrey (PhD) 2008-2016 Yale USA Reforestation and 
agroforestry in Bahia, Brazil 

Affiliated Scholar, The 
Urban Institute, 
Washington DC 

James, Thomas (PhD) 2009-2016 Yale USA Forest demography, forest 
productivity, climate,  and 
disturbance in northern 
Mongolia 

Hama Hama Company, 
Lilliwaup, Washington 

Duguid, Marlyse Duguid 
(PhD) 

2011-2017 Yale USA Understory plant community 
response to anthropogenic 
disturbance in second growth 
hardwood forests of the 
eastern United States 

Thomas Siccama Lecturer 
and Associate Research 
Scientist, Yale School of 
Forestry and 
Environmental Studies 

Keleman, Alder (PhD) 2017 Yale USA Crop plants and food security 
in Bolivia 

Assistant Professor, 
Northern Arizona 
University 

Allen, Jessica (PhD) 2012-2017 CUNY USA Symbiont fidelity and 
reproductive mode: 
Understanding patterns in 
lichen evolution and ecology 

Associate Professor, 
Eastern Washington 
University 
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Cannon, Brandi (MA) 2017 Columbia USA Disturbance ecology and its 
overall influence on the 
conservation of Schwalbea 
americana (Orobanchaceae) 

PhD student, Stanford 
University 
 
 
 
 

Gavrutenko, Maria (MS) 2017 CCNY Russia Reproductive biology of 
Melastomataceae 

 

Lim, Gwynne (PhD) 2010-2017 Cornell Singapore Systematics, taxonomy, and 
reproductive biology of 
Tacca (Taccaceae) 

Executive Secretary, 
International Commission 
on Zoological 
Nomenclature, Lee Kong 
Chian Natural History 
Museum, Singapore 

Davoodian, Naveed 
(PhD) 

2010-2018 CUNY USA Systematics of Gyroporus National Herbarium of 
Victoria, Royal Botanic 
Gardens Victoria, Australia 

Zeng, Lily (PhD) 2018 Yale USA Transformations of 
indigenous identity and 
changing meanings of sacred 
nature in Xishuangbanna, 
Southwest China 

State Department of 
Canada, Global Warming 
Policy Analyst 

Young, Katherine (MFS) 2015-2018 Yale USA Sustainability and food 
security of community-based 
agroforestry 

Natural Climate Solutions 
Manager, Clean Wisconsin, 
Madison, WI 

Sleith, Robin (PhD) 2013-2018 CUNY USA Starry Stonewort: Assessing 
the threat of an invasive 

Postdoctoral Research 
Scientist, Bigelow 



Name Date of Attendance University Nationality Area of Interest Current Status 
freshwater macro alga in the 
Northeast 

Laboratory for Ocean 
Sciences, East Boothbay, 
Maine 
 
 

Rodrigues, Carlos (PhD) 2011-2019 CUNY USA Systematics of the 
Sciodaphyllum group of 
neotropical Schefflera 

Botanical Assistant, 
Institute for Research and 
Advancement, Marseille, 
France 

Dorey, Jenna (PhD) 2013-2019 CUNY USA Systematics and 
biogeography of the 
woodland Sedges Carex sect. 
Laxiflorae (Cyperaceae) 

 
 
 
 

Martin, Meredith (PhD) 2014-2019 Yale USA  Assistant Professor, North 
Carolina State University, 
Department of Forestry and 
Environmental Resources 

Asif, Ali(MS) 2019 NYU USA Lineage specific genes in 
Selaginella 

 

Schmiege, Stephanie 
(PhD) 

2015-2021 Columbia USA Physiology of drought stress 
in tropical trees 

Research 
Associate/Postdoctoral 
Fellow (Plant Resilience), 
Michigan State University 

Zumajo, Cecilia (PhD) 2016-2021 CUNY Colombia Evolutionary developmental 
studies of seeds 

Postdoctoral Fellow, 
University of Milan 

Hoffman, Jordan (PhD) 2016-2021 CUNY USA Conservation, comparative 
genomics, and species 
delimitation of the Reindeer 
lichens 

Assistant Professor of 
Biology, The New School, 
New York, NY 

Glass, Sarah (MA) 2021 Lehman USA Comparative organellar 
genomics in the 
Klebsormidiophyceae 
(Charophyta) 

 



Name Date of Attendance University Nationality Area of Interest Current Status 
Morcol, Taylan (PhD) 2013-2021 CUNY USA Plant adaptation to 

anthropogenic disturbances at 
the cross-roads of 
Civilization (Turkey) 

Freelance scientist: 
https://morcol.com/ 

Truong, Lan (PhD) 2013-2022 CUNY USA Southeast Asian Ethnobotany  
Prats, Kyra (PhD) 2016-2022 Yale USA Fern Ecophysiology: Linking 

photosynthesis, Water 
relations, and stomatal 
dynamics 

Postdoctoral researcher, 
Purdue University 
 
 
 
 

Ward, Elisabeth (PhD) 2018-2023 Yale USA The Functional Effects of 
Tree and Shrub Mycorrhizal 
Associations on Soil Organic 
Matter Dynamics in Forests 

Forest Ecologist, 
Connecticut Agriculture 
Experiment Station 

Venugopalan, Hari (PhD) 2018-2023 Yale India Drivers of plant community 
structure across 
environmental gradients 

Postdoctoral Fellow, 
Smithsonian Tropical 
Research Institute, Panama 

Sullivan, Megan (PhD) 2017-2023 Yale USA Selective logging and 
structure and function of 
tropical forests 

Postdoctoral Fellow, 
Princeton University 

Quinteros, Natalia (PhD) 2015-2023 CUNY Peru Using leaf spectra to 
elucidate the taxonomy and 
ecology of living and dried 
plants 

 

Borsuk, Aleca (PhD) 2018-2024 Yale USA Ecophysiology of leaf 
function 

Assistant Curator, New 
York Botanical Garden 

Gottschalk, Stephen 
(PhD) 

2014-2024 Fordham USA Phylogeography, Population 
Genetics, and Evolution in 
Characeaen Green Algae 
 

 

      



Name Date of Attendance University Nationality Area of Interest Current Status 
Lydia Paradiso (PhD) 2017-2025 CUNY USA Systematics of Larix; 

Spontaneous flora of New 
York City 

Postdoctoral Fellow, 
Cornell University 

Ella Vardeman (PhD) 2019-2025 CUNY USA The Ethnopharmacology of 
Medicinal Plants for 
Caribbean Women’s Health 

Postdoctoral Fellow, 
Emory University 

Laura Boggess (PhD) 2019-2025 CUNY USA Disturbance and diversity: 
Lichen ecology on the rocks 

Assistant Professor of 
Biology, Mars Hill 
University. 

Elissa Sorojsrissom 
(PhD) 

2020-2025 Columbia USA Bridging the bryophyte-
angiosperm divide: 
leveraging old & new data 
from ferns to understand the 
evolution of land plant life 
cycles 

Postdoctoral Fellow, 
Harvard Medical School 

Simon Verlynde (PhD) 2018-2025 CUNY France Systematics and 
biogeographyof Angraeciinae 
and Angraecum 
(Orchidaceae) 

Freelance Botanist, Central 
Africa and Madagascar, 
Missouri Botanical Garden 

Amani Rodriguez (MS) 2023-2025 Columbia USA Agroecology of Mexican 
milpas 

 

David Woodbury (PhD) 2019-2025 Yale USA How human use patterns 
shape the structure and 
composition of rainforest 
fragments in Sri Lanka 

Postdoctoral Fellow, 
University of Missouri, 
Columbia 

Veronica Sondervan 
(PhD) 

2019-2025 NYU USA From spores to seeds: 
Gymnosperm insights into 
the evolutionary history of 
ovule genes 

Postdoctoral Fellow, Ghent 
University 

Juan Angulo 2025 CUNY USA Systematics and reproductive 
systems in Miconia 
(Melastomataceae) 
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Ph.D. degrees: 248 
Total Master’s degrees: 97 
TOTAL DEGREES: 345  
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